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ZEAL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE
By Curtis Pugh
Often zeal is a good thing. Zeal or enthusiasm for gtorandsentca forhg kordimakestlife
abu den. I'n the matter of our relationship with Him Chndstepantd; 0fn@ARe

only do lost sinners need to repent, Christians also are guilty of sins daily. Walking with &onatter of daily repentance.

But zeal or enthusiasm is a bad thing when it is coupled with ignorance. Two very young boys wanted to please themifathewsl$ at work they busied
themselves in the garage with house paint, coating the fanily waw color. They had zeal for a thing, but in their ignorance their enthusiasm caused them tq
something harmful and costly. In religious matters zeal, coupled with ignorance, does much harm. We are well awaratbaetigoes zealots in thigorld
who in their zeal beat their wives, mutilate their daughters and murder those who do not convert. The thief also mag beheedeomes to steal and to
destroy.

In Paul's day the Jews had great enthusiasm for the Old Testament Law. Theyrhacdtso z e a | for the Law that they mi
them record that they have a zeal of God, but not a cgoirgakmwbut to gstablish thieimoaviv |
righteousnesdjave not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the etavofdtheighteousnesstoeveryne t hat bel i ¢

10:24). Paul said that the righteousness which makes one acceptable to God is in Christ. He is ttee drdiofor righteousness. Christ taught that the Old
Testamentlave y st em was done away with when John the Baptist begaattiniethe lpngdom
of God is preached, and every man [indidtpeople] p esset h i nto it, o (Luke 16:16) .

And yet a great many people, some of them claiming to be following Christ, are busy trying to establish their own rightbgubag attempt at keeping the Law
(Usually they pick and choose what parts of@id Testament Law they want to keep.) But no man ever kept the Law. It was decided by the apostles and el
long ago that converts to Christ should not have the Law imposed upon them. Peter said regarding the Gentile convérts and thei N o wwhiy terapt ye f
God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we belieugtttthetrace of the Lord Jesus Chris

we shall be saved, -lelv)e.n fa.s. .tbBye watwoes fmaotrtkssn do5ff Ltehseh Ibe justified, o (Gal 4
AAnd so, from the day we heard, we
INDEX may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom amtieustanding,

so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit
every good work andincreai ng i n t he k nColeskiansl1gl)~ o f
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_)ermon

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,

exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. II Timothy

4

A/l Scripture 6
by Bro. Timothy Works

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable f
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroug
furnished uio all good works."

"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Chri
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of seasd
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffegiand doctrine."

Il Timothy 3:1617, & 4:1-2

This includes k66 books, Old & New Testaments

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manrsgake in time
pastunto the fathers by the prophets, Hatlihiase last days
spokerunto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of al
things, by whom also he made the worlddgbrews 1:12

fin time® O.T. fin these last dageN.T.

l. Itis Given, vs3:16
Not found, discoveredost & recoverednot the work of meor
any private interpretation.

fiFor we have not flowed cunningly devised fables, when we

made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jes
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majésty.

fikKnowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretatioro Il Peter 1:16, 20

(Matthew 13:11, | Corithians 2:14, John 16:13)

Three things we nedd takenoteof

A.) There is &Giver. God

From our texfi- given by inspiration of Goef) Il Tim. 3:16also
readExodus 31:18

Its originis in God who is eteal. (Psalm 1D:89, 160)

B.) A Recipient: Man
Deuteronomy@:29, Romans 1:180, 10:16A-who hath
believed, John12:3741, Il Corinthians 4:34

C.) A Means: Inspirationdl Timothy 3:16

Il Peter 121, Il Samuel 22

PlenaryVerbal Inspiratior(word for wordinspiration
Matthew 5:1718, Isaiah 46:41fi-| have spokert,il will also
bring it to pass;0

II. It I sProfitable, v3:16fedifyo

"For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, fcr
the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, aterfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, ar i
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of me,
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in waid ézeive; But
speaking the truth in loyenay grow up into him in all things,
Drwhich is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fity
joined together and compacted by that which every joint
hIgupplieth, according to the effectual working in the meastire
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of it :elf
Stin love." Ephesians 4:126
his
NA.) For Doctring(teaching)
fwhat to believe
Saund doctrine is truth
fiSanctify them through thy truth: thy word is trdtfiohn 17:17

B.) For Reproof (to tell a faulgive evidenceproof)

fiwhat you should stop doing

fiGo to now, ye that say, To day or to moov we will go into
such a city, and continue there a yeand buy and sell, and get
gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little
time, and then vanisheth awaylames 4:134 (quoting Job)

C.) For Correction (to make straight again)
fwhat you should have dode
fiFor that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and dc
this, or thatd James 4:15
us
D.) For Instruction (trainingutor) in righteousness
AANd, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition loét_ordo
Ephesians 6:4

An ability to understand is also given

fiFor this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye



should abstain from fmication: That every one of you should
know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and hanour;
| Thessalonians:3-4

lll. It Is To Be Preached, vs 4:%2 soundforth, dechre

Again Ephesians 4:15aysfiBut speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Clarist

Instruct in season, out of season. Scriptsialways appropriate

atall times and all occasions (usagpropriately!

The Word of God

A.) Reprove admonish, tell a fault

B.) Rebuke censureforbid, charg (Romans 6:2, 15)

C.) Exhort invite, beseechimplore Romansl2:1, Il
Corinthians 5:20)

D.) With all long suffering (paence) and doctrine

The alternative is to turn to and accept fables rather than the
of Gods Word;fiFor the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lussll they heap
to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall tu
away their ears from the truthnd shall be turned unto fablés.
Il Timothy 4:34

AO Timothy, keep that which is contied to thy trust, avoiding
profane and vain babblings, and oppositarfscience falsely sg
called: Which some professing have erred concerning the fait
Grace be with thee. Amenl. Timothy 6:2021

fiNot giving heed to Jewidhbles,and commandments of men,
thatturn from the trutto Titus 1:14

O
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Knowledge, Understanding &
Wisdom

=

n

AAnd so, from the day we heard
h.you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his w II
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit 1
every good work and increasi
Colossians 1:910

ng

flf we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater:

for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of hi®So
I John 5:9%e are to put our trust &onfidencen God and His
Word which He hagiven to us, rather than in Man!

h.There is no final exam at the Judgment Seat of ChiAaul

clearly told the Corinthians sain§,For we must |
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may rece ive
what is due for what he hdenein the body, whether good or

e v i(2 Gorinthians 5:10) . Yet , i f 1 o6selfnot
merely wanting to know the truihto intelligently understand
what the Word of God says.

the importance of Biblical knowledge. Our text verse clearly
stresses both knowledge and understanding. Yet, we must
alwayskeep in mind the words of Janie§ S o  w hkoowrsy e -
theright thing todoand failstodoi t , f or @ames i
4:17). So, to have the knowledge without producing good wor <s
is faulty and inadequate. In fact, | think we can and should ad mit
thatsuch knowledge is a flawed knowledge.

An

Today we seek to point out the practicality in our text passage

This ought al ways to be our wul
WordiAiwhat does it mean to me?0
i nstruct me ittoeldyo ?fdh cam dd adeesf itnh |

service to God?2o Our approitch
like approaching a set of instructions to put together a grill or ¢.
bicycle.A Al'l Scripture is breathed
teaching, for reproof, for corion, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equippid
for ever y(2dimadhg3:1607). Kie Bible alone can
enable the child of Godtolfiec o mp | et e, equi [ pe
w o r Kldough we may glean some truthrh other books or

articles, nothing is on par with the Scripture. Our duty is to reid



the Word of Godécompletely
spiritual wisdom to daily improve our service to God. Having
understood that, let us look to our text passegepursue just
such an application.

Paul 6s prayer for thébe fhal
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
under st Befaleiapayson can understand the Word of
God, he must know it. This may salsimplei and | suppose it
i s. But itédés i mportant. Y
simply listening to other people. You cannot fully grasp Biblig
doctrine by listening to preachiradoneor reading an article
alone You must know the BibT you must read the Biblieyou
must have knowledge of the Bible. Far too many believers in
Christendom today are trying to serve God without any
knowledge of His Word. This is common in all types of
churches includi ng B auptingthet
importance of solid, Biblical preaching. But even if your pastd
is the most scholarly, Biblically adept minister in the world
today, you wil!/| struggle to
Word personally on a regular basis. Without knowleg@dé¢he
Bible), you cannot understand it.

Understanding Goddés Word ta
what it says. Reading the Bible gives you the knowledge of \
it says. However, wundersta
often come at the firsgecond or third reading. Though, some
passages are clear and straightforward the first time.l e e
sexual i i mther pldini{ Coyirdhians 6:18). i Pr a
wi t hout isoa s todegiphet (Thessalonians 5:1)
However, when oneoenmits to being a student of the Word of
God, one soon discovers tha
passageéis so easy to under
passage says without completely understanding what it mear]
One must commit to giving their best efftstunderstanding the
meaning of the BibleX Timothy 2:15). Studying is more than
reading. One must read God
child of God reading the Bi
task and a necessary one, in my opinion. Hewestudy takes
more effort. After we gain
we must do our best to determine what the Bible meansito ug
how it should impact us how it should change us. We must a
understanding to our basic knowledge. Paul praythe
Colossian saints to be built up in understanding.

Yet, mere understanding is not the end. It is a necessary ste
But it is not the goal. Once we have read the Word of God arf
come to some understanding of what it means, we need wisd
toappy it in our | ives. Thamhts
use or exercise of knowledge; the choice of laudable ends, af
the best means to accomplish them. Thisisglomin act, effect,
or practice. lfwisdomis to be considered as a faculty of the
mind, it is the faculty of discerning or judging what is most jus|
proper and useful, and if it is to be considered as an acquiren
it is the knowledge and use of what is best, most just, most
proper most conducive to p
1828 Dictionary of the English Language). So, wisdom takes|
knowledge and understanding and uses it properly. Every fa
of our lives may not have aclgart h us s a ywitteh in ¢

aandlindergtanding ith everpfackt pf@wa hives. Ipis herg theft o r
wisdom must play a factor.

Many people possess knowl ede

Word. Yet, many do not properly apply this knowledge and
humderstandisg hotthieialives. tHbveoften woopedpiié Biblical

learning end up in a bad place in life? This is often due to a le ck

of wisdom. And certainly, we all lack wisdom in some ways.

But, wisdom must be the end go
oknowavlhahitrsays. We sedkaa uaderatand what i meandt u a |
afinally, we seek to learn to use our knowledge and understancing

properly. This is wisdom. Th

The Book of Proverbs refers to wisdom 46 tirhesore than any

other book. Certainly, the Book of Proverbs is full of

pradicality. Wisdom is practical. That is, wisdom seeks to

apply knowledge and understanding to our lives. Wisdom
cpinoduces taeks. . Wisddm@noduces ftuit. dVisdom oauses one: to
rendure for the cause of Chriferoverbs 2:6says,fiFor the Lord

giveswisdom from his mouth come knowledge and

wrr dhewr dtfarnydbiordas eWaptd gewads ngs Gk

understanding. Wisdom is something God works in us through

these things.

k@osd Guss pae csptleep mpuasstt ssd énip | win skohip i
hiaickswisdom let him ask God, whgives generously to all
nvdii tnhgo u th er emorr aasc ho,n (dmek 1:5ptAsgvei dlo r
gain knowl edge and understandi
fGodothmt He would give us wisdom to apply it in our lives. To
vk now Godbés Word wiinhdideguate. Butraldo: r s
to have understanding without wisdom is inadequate. Yet, lest
we find ourselves thinking we gained wisdom on our own, Janies
t renindst us that vésdom canes fiora @od.oWe meist seek yt frc m
sHisehand. . We migepraynfaryt with reqularlityvh at a
S.
James later describes the fruits of wisdom in more detail. He
saysiWho is wise and understandi
0 condWeplat ldm showlhié works im theanmgbakress aftwesdom. fB ut &
byowehave hittergealgusy aadrselfisheambbitipn in your hedrts, dia ¢
not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom thal
domes dolvrefrdrg @&bove, but isvdarghty, uridpirdudl sdemdioia: er
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disord¢:r
Hcand every vile practice. But the wisdom from above isfirss,
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and goo i
fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is

Q

sown in peace by @dmess3d4318&h o inak
bWhat we may describe as wisidom
dGodly wisdom granted by the Spirit of God through His Word i ;

omfirst pure, then peaceabl e. g

laméd gaodber dief s§ n elichnag adrsfiiaa |h eanvd
ndvoé t unl ess these are our fI ui
thinking we have Biblical wisdom. Let us be reminded that h 2

anger of man does not produ:e
t, (James 1:20 . | 6ve often seen fol ks
hemtn der st anding of Godédés Word.
have been correct. Bthiey lacked wisdom according to the
r authopitg of the Bjble.or happi nesso (Webst e

cefire these things important? Does it matter if the child of God
gains kndwdedge and understanding and wisdom? Let us notice

the Bible. But, we can and should seek to apply our knowled

gour texti fiso as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully

4



pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasi
i n the kno wlThsdsgatherpldin. Byouseak to

serve God, you must increase in these things. There are far
many believers in churches today that are seeking to serve G

ngob opportunity ofamilial need. We pray for open doors by
God.
oopen a clear door, | more often find the leadership of God in niy
otife. Psalms 37:7saysi B e

I have found that if | spend more time waiting for God ta

stil |l bef or e

without any knowledge, understanding or wisdom. This leads tpatiently for him; frethot yourself over the one who prospers in

every man doing that which is right in his own eyes. This was
catastrophical in the days of the judgésdges 17:621:25) and
it is just as catastrophical today. You cannot serve God withg
knowing and understanding His Word with wisdom. Read yo
Bible. Dig into your Bible. Ask God for the ability to use wha
you | earn. This was Paul 6s
should be our desire for ourselves. And know this, when you
stard before the Lord at the Judgment Seat of Christ, you will
judged on your use of knowledge and understanding. Our
service to God wil/l be judg
were the most doctrinally ¢
who took and used that good Biblical doctrine rightly in their
lives that will be rewarded.
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A wise man will hear, and v increase |
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understanding shall attain unto w
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vill arning; and a man of

ise counsels:

Questions and Answers to help the believer
make sense of our sin filled & confusing world

Human Reasoning & Secret
Knowledge

How can you distinguish human reasoning from the
leading of the Holy Spirit?

Bro. Todd Bryant (Pastor of Sovereign Grace Bigt church
Northport, AL):This is not an easy question to answer. Many

wh en

his way, over the
we get ahead

teasoning and not His Spirit.

of t he Lol

Bro. Nilo del Mundo (Baptist Church Riyadh, Kingdom cdugli

leading of the Spirit leads to holiness (Eph. 4:24)

be

B. Human reasoning works within the heart bound by sin, The

e Shirittoftthe Loed .brings liderfy sit removées theklindadssyto sech

dlearlgwhat is thénvdlltof thee Loed. I€ognthians @:€7days | t
fiNow the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord i¢,
there is libertyo

C. Human reasoning leads to strife and envying, the leading ¢’
the Spirit give the good qualities statedJames3:17 fiBut the
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisg.

t he

man Ofténomes; ivr r

d ’

e
0

D. Human reasoning sounds good in the ears of the unbelievers;

the leadingdf the Spirit does not conform with them but leads t)
the glory of Christ

John12:43fAFor they loved the praise of men more than the
praise of Godd

Romang2:29fBut he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spiand not in the

letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

E. Human reasoning is humanistic though sometimes biblical;
the Leading of the Holy Spirit is alwayrs harmony with the
Bible (I Pete:10-11)

Bro. Jeff Short (Pastor of Charleston Bajst Congregation in
Charleston, Wv)i'wo word$ The Bible. | am actually not being

shide. The church at Corinth had many problems, including st ife

and division where members opposed one another. Paul wrot::
much to them about the Spirit in chapter 12. Het&ro

AWherefore | give you to
the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can

unider

times | have prayed about a matter and felt | had the leadershiay that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there zre

of the Spirit. Yet, in | oo
it before. There simply is no red light that fi@s on to alert us
that itdés the Spirit |l eadin

The key thing to remember is that the Spirit never leads contra
to the Word of God. Whatever you believe you are being led|to

do, it wildl never é EVEaRMngalnf |l
Godds Word. I f you ever be
somet hing that is in direct
assure you that ités not th

Sometimes, we obviously pray about things like a relationship,

5

kdiversitiestpiaitsout the sargerBpitily 1 Godnthians b2e3e n

wr

emphasis mine). The gifts of the Spirit were being abused in the

said this could not be of the Spirit because the Spirit is not

Yivided. If the same Spirit has given gifts as he wills, these

dCotinthiarAcAufch dh® HBeingused in @wWEilendsshafdus@ife. P sul-

gn‘t§ ganngy pe;cpntrayypne toanothey. In like gnanner, the S irit

| haseinspiredithe crintupei(2rTimethy 3:36; 2 Petar d:21hMarky o

12:86p Acts 1:16;i 28:2b; Helwews3070988510:¥8p Fherefore, 10c

eleadingy oftthe $pir can be contrary to the Word.

Adabieg A. Hemarf reasonigheads G vahity @salims139:5)STl i n t

C

L
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The other aspect | would mention in consideration of the lead
of the Spirit is what our expectation should be. How should
expect to be guided daily in life? | hear some talk as though t
Spirit is giving them tursby-turn directions all day long like
some sort of spiritual GPS.
gives us that type of expectation. Jesus told his disciples the
Spiri tguidegoulintbalftruh (John 16: 1
prayed in the next chapter for the FathefitS anct i f y
tr ough thy trut ohn17ii%).Owor d
expectation for guidance is through the Bible (Psalm 119:9, 1
Proverbs 6:23). We arefop r o v e a(l Thessalohiansgg
528)andit ry the( S plohmns4d: 1).
God. If we think we have leading from the Spirit, we should te
ourselves by the Word of God.

Bro. Clint Keith (Pastor of Grace Baptist church Monticello, KY):
To begin we must understand that human reasoning will alwg

be contradictory to the leadership of therBpiHow then can we
know the leadership of the Spirit in our lives? We are promis
by the Lord that the Spirit would lead us and guide us in all tr

it
(John 16:13). Therefore, the first place we find the leadership %

the Spiritisinthewordof God. f we desire t
direction for our lives most every answer will be found in His
word. The Spirit will never lead contrary to the Word of God.
So if my dilemma that | seek understanding for is against the
scripture then the answer is cleancerning the leadership of th
Spirit. However, there are those times that the dilemma we n
guidance in is not so clear, it is not specifically addressed in t
scripture. In these moments, and in life there are many of the
times, discerning the diction of the Spirit may require a little
more effort. Now we are promised He would direct our lives,
and we recognize His leadership is essential for a restful,
peaceful soul (Romans 8:14). It is then incumbent upon us t(
Awal k af t gw. d)tadenin@ g ihrei tthi ngs
Spi (vd.5,@andiby the Spirit mort
(vs. 13). Therefore He leads to only those things that are
sanctifying.

Solomon gives wisdom in this as well in Proverbs-8,8 T r u
in the Lord with dlthine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.
direct tNotce tipegprorhise todirect is conditional
upon these three requirements. First, we are to trust in the Lp
meaning, we must & upon Him completely. Secondly, we are
to shun our own understanding. We must disown our own
sufficiency and wisdom, and bow before the wisdom of God.
Thirdly, we must acknowledge Him in every part of our lives,
prayer (Phil 4:6), in everything (1o€ 10:31). Meeting these
three requirements, the Lord makes clear for uglitieetion He
would have us gat least that is the promise.

Thereforewhen we do not know which way to go we must
remember not to act on impulse or in our own strength,
remembering first Lam. 3:226. Second, we must ask the Lord

Hp

nmay have hidden in us that ‘e
€wisdom for our desires (Psalms 81:12). If we find there is still 1
'&trugglebetween the flesh and the Spirit this is then a time for
fastlnA unti an honestly
ézra g é)l remlnds us IQext we mLYst acknowlgdge to the or
3 qur owrpignerange eand request Him not to leave us to ourselves,
t(JareemB-6), and commit our way to Him, and wait on His
answerr Eirtally,when He gives clear answer, remember we r ot
o@nly need His direction we also need His presence as we follcw
?_iV\I/n'; (EX§‘§/“S 353'%543' Wor d

f

of

*UEor further study and clarification on this subject | would
recommendrhe Nature of Godormerly titled Gleanings in the
Godheadby Arthur Pink. He writes a very good chapter on this

ysubject called AThe Guidance
read for further insight.

ed

ults, and even some religious sectdliog themselves
stlans h\;a\l%]e tgachlngs on enlightenment & secret
know egge 8t Ude? the scriptures teach?

Bro. Todd Bryant: The Bible is a closed book. If this

Aknowl edged from these sect
pas good as Genedisti s Godo6és Wor d. But
e€@Mmplete. There needs not anything be added to it. It is enot gh.

i nAl | tu® cbreathed out by God and profitable for
S?eachlng, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the mahGod may be complete, equipped

for every (2dgiionotldy 3:¥6d7) k. © We dondt
additional enlightenment. n
ynew fArevel ationod. I f Godds Wo

i woh & evel ati mre3dnoltf veaddsy Wd
tpspedy 1y e of the flesho

Again, the Cano is closed. It is through th&ble that God
speaks to us today.

a
[

deeds

SHro. NilodelMundo:iTo the | aw and to h

speak not according to this word, it is because there is noifigh

t

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shallt h e saiah 8:20

Sometimes lying spirits will speak truth with error. We discern
H1e truth and agree, we reject error and use the word of God t)
disagree, but always reject the false prophet or lying spirit whi :h
pretends to be speaking all truth.

Bro. Jeff Short: This is actually a truth that separates true

N Christianity from false religions, including those who claimto ke
Christian but are not. Even the term Christian is founded upor
the reality of God revealing himself, particularly in the flesh in
the person of Jesus Christ, and not concealing himself in secr »t.
Throughout the Old Testament God spoke of doing things in
such way that he would make himself known through his actic ns,
e.g. delivering Israel from Egypt (Exodus 6:7; 7:5). In Isaiah
chapers 4048, God issued a humber of challenges to the idols

to empty our hearts of every lust and desire and wish that we

6



the nations worshiped to prove they were God. One of the ch
tests was for the idols to declare plainly beforehand what they
were going to do and then do it. Yahweh had a long record of
doing justthat but he calls on the idolaters to do the same. On
the distinctions that he made between himself and the false
rel i gi dhag natspeken infisecret, in a dark place of
ear (lshiah45:19)and | have not spokese
begim i n(lyadah 48:16). When God spoke of what he was
going to do, he spoke plainly and not in the veiled, ambiguou
terms of the idolaters whose predictions were so vague
practically anything cdd be said to be a fulfillment.

God told Israel he had spokepenly and plainly to them
(Deuteronomy 30:1-14). While there are secret things, they
belong to God and he does not reveal them. What he reveals
openly, in his Word, is what we are responsible for
(Deuteronomy 29:29). Divine wisdom is portrayed not anlgi
and speaking in secret ways, but openly in the streets, marke
and housetops (Proverbs 1:21;-8)1 Likewise, Jesus spoke this
way as fulfillment and confirmation of his messiaship (John
18:20).

The preaching of the apostles continued in the sexime Paul

commended the Bereans who i
whet her those things were s
plain, open, and verifiable by the written Word of God. Finally
Paul warned the Colossians against any philosophy or tepchi
t hat was fnAafter the traditd.i
worl d, and not after
Christ is our standard of measure for all truth claims.

Bro. Clint Keith: One of the first major heresies to enter
Chridianity was the sect called the Gnostics. They begin to c(
to some notoriety around th
name is a form of the Greek
have a higher or elevated knowledge about Christ that others
not have, but their secalled higher knowledge was nothing but
doctrine contrary to the scripture and to the person of Christ.
what we find is this idea of one having a hidden wisdom or
special enlightenment, goes back basically to the beginning g
Christianity.

Peter begins to describe the knowledge of Christ in |l Petet 1|3

when he states; MAAccording
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory andurt
whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by thesge might be partakers of the divine

nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world thrqug

l ust 0. Notice Peter tells
that he might report it to us that we also might have that
knowledge. Now we understand the knowledge of Christ is
exclusive, and only revealed in grace, but the revelation of Hi
knowledge nor the revelation of His grace does not come by

Chri st]o

ethildren of God. God gave us his word for the intention that a |
His children would know Him fully.

eTe knowledge of Christ is that knowledge that is revealed for us
in the word of God. No more of Christll be revealed to any

hé&ther person or group but what is revealed to all in the Word.

.5:

Paul é’(i,rdeinf rg;otrﬁélthlans :
al l tiat wthic(g; recei red
which we have seen and heard declaeewunt O youé 0

L
b

would go on throughout this particular book, in contradiction tc
the Gnostics, declaring that he was writing these things for us to

know. Peter would declare in 11
first, that no prophecy of the scriptureoisany private
interpretation. o Godds wol d
and Him. The Lord declares to Israel that He had not spoken i1
secret, (lsaiah 45:19; 48:15).

spake openly to the world; | ever taught in $iygpagogue, and in

the Temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret hav 2 |
tssai d nothing. o He has reveil e
5 is, therefore, necessary for us to study it, learn it and apply it that

it might be profitable unto ugl(Timothy 2:15; 3:1517).

scriptures daily,

11) . Hi s preaching

The Knowledge

f d S

2’ OfsThe Holyp' ain .
Ones

Ul gsprd eC’thlQ Pugh Thelf r

oOwo" ai med

But
Our

of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge cf

pri mary text is Proverbs 9

ft he holy is under s tebrewpoetryneeds On
to be remembered. Ancient Hebrew poetry such as our text
probably did not rhyme even when originally written. It most
certainly does not rhyme in sound when translated into Englis,
aput plederits irdtbad thé\bRauth 6f ¥oRespotidd ahetisges Vv € N
expanding thoughts. Any rhythm, cadence, or rhyming of sour d
is lost in the transl ati on.
shines through to those who read their Bibles looking for it.
Often a truth is stated first in one way and then the same or
kindred truth is stated in different words. So the beauty is not n
ilar sounds, but in parallel thoughts. The truth is establishe d
Uty bulidhdupon brhBdifying 2 pelicus Fafeme@Viherfne: Y € T
you read the Psalms or other Old Testament poetry ladkif®
kind of construction.

Ho

5
under stand anil
the holyo which

t
of

Our aim is
knowl edge

0 a

some sect or ordeit comes directly from the Spirit of God to the
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couplet- our text. This exact phrase is found in our Bibles only
here and one other place which we wiamine a little later. But
before we examine the second part let us look at the first of tf
ver se. First, remember that
is the English word we know as Jehovah. This is the name of]
God which carries the idea of thel A td@eternally living
One. In the Masoretic text (the authoritative text for the Hebre
Old Testament) this word appears well overtbiausanefive-
hundred times, but the King James translators only translated

as JEHOVAH four times. James Sigpsays our King James
Bible has it as ALORDO 6510
AJEHOVAHO 4 ti mes and as a

total translations of the Hebrew word 6519 times. | have used
term fiword, 0 but as vy adsactuallyy
the tetragrammaton written

AYHVH, 06 or AJHWH. o (Tetreg
The King James transl ators

tetragrammaton. fiJehovaho i
pronunciation that was us@dEngland in A.D. 1611. And so it
has passed down to us today. In order to arrive at an English
pronunciation vowels must be supplied among the four letters
and so the word fAiJehovaho c
ancient Hebrews pronounced this wasdinknown as far as this

preacher has been able to learn. We cannot see that this mattefsg r d

inasmuch as the spellings of names of persons, and places &
their pronunciations have often changed down through the
centuries.

The thing to remember is that Jehbvs the proper name of
God. The Hebrew Elohim or Eloheim when used with singulal

adjectives is translated as
adjectives is translated as
(Jehovah is not a tit lprmtedsiruc

our Bibles in mixed upper and lower case letters). Jehovah is
name by which God revealed Himself as the-ggiéting one:

the Redeemer, the source of
Hi mself thus to Moses, s bAMI
THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the childre
of |l srael | AM hath sent m

our text (Proverbs 9:10) which we quoted at the first of this
article, we need to understand that the first part of thésig
statement can be translatedthust he f ear of J
beginning Aahdwssdwm. are bro
it were, with Jehovah: not just God, but the fear ofitHe A M

THAT | Sudh.adespect, awe, and trembling at His Wo
can only be the work of God
of JEHOVAHO prompts figodly

perpetuates not only a first time experience of repentance, by
lifetime of repentance, (see 2 Corinthians 7:10).

Now the second padf this couplet appears in our Bibles as,

ffand the knowl edge of the h
several commentators note,
original It means fAthe hol

notes that the same plural Helw word appears in Joshua 24:1
Proverbs 30:3; and Hosea 11:9. Thus far in my research | ha
not learned why the King James translators chose to render t
plural Hebrew word as a singular English one. Perhaps this t4
Aithe hol yo i sldGathalidchueh wod that h

King James instructed them to keep. Perhaps there was anott er
reason, but we cannot think of a good one that would excuse
nisuch a misstep. So let us understand that the second part of cur

¢ chep Iweotr ds aiyLsO R Diva fialy Oreds & kcragow |t ead
understanding. 0

WThe teaching of this verse stated negatively is this: no one ha:

wisdom or understanding apailt
bf JEHOVAH, the Triune God. Th
wordo (1l sai ah 6fi6k: ns5o)w ahnidm wthhoatd o

JoHn 820§, do nét Raveltrieamsdom 6r uridérstafiding. Led us
Hasted fo bR that Ris ot wisdom8r unddrdtaHding tAa@ dhdb B<Y
tl@%ople to know God. God cannot be put under a microscope ¢r
dnyeriB@er R cfehtific dévibeBandLahife@hit way. He must
argveall nidfHid creftibn, Y éaNstdthunfak consciences, and
I iR tAeM\foid Bf "GodTHR Ad3 ﬁe\LeQIéd Flithdelf. In thé flrsBtivoSc P ) -
UtBe8edvays, Breatio And EonsBieh&e Ntk Yedelhtton i§ £gene &Ih €
Sond sB that Al¥nbn%@® WithduEeRcTERMBIbIE is a special
revelation and in a different class than the first two. By it
salvation is made known to God's elect people. Those not
spiritually enabled to understand the Bible only see religion in

atRaEBobk "MThalis tReSimitbGtheir dxpefehehut there 8 @ Wt h €
further revelation (if we may use that term) or perhaps a bette

is enlightenment. John Gi
nQ‘:vangel ical wisdom. o0 For whaon

the Spirit of God enables the spiritually dead sinndim¢oand
understand. He does not just improve on human wisdom, but s
Light within the regenerate. God does not call wise men to
salvation for the most part, and if He did, their natural wisdom
[ would not help them to understand the things of God. In 1
Corbithidng 1:2629 God'w Wardchspegifiee the kind of peoplp | u r
@logdo dcsadl lisn toou rs aKli wvagt iJoanme sil FBa b |
hthaanet manly wise wenrafier thelflesh, dod manyhneéghty, not
timeany noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of
the worl to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the wea ¢
thingd oéthe world ® coffbundAhé things which are mighty; e a | €
nAnd base gimgs of e worlds and tdingsiwhitchoare BesEseds
n hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
enougt things thai er That nq fleskh shduldglordinhls4 ) . So
presence. 0 The world's noboili
somebodies. Better stated, the world's nobodies are called wiin a

e

e

EEHROM AH hiast tnlaekes them God's s om
utghha filf easched taor ef accalbli emds,e nH utg htrea
Aspiritual and evangelical Wi s
([dt he congregation in Ephesus to

weve sbrhetinmes darkness,but how ard ye &ight.in th8 Lo hwillla
seog rohniol dvrhe rc ho fi nli iEghbstane& 1@ Bgulh @ s i
t wrote to that same ekklesia concerning his prayer for them
sayi ng: iThat the God of oul
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of him: The eyes of your underdiag being
ognlighteneg; thatyqiraay knewavhad is theghops of hiscalling: e r |
t anEWhay he righesiohtiel gipry of hissinhgyitangg iythe saings, ¢

L

i A what i the gxqegring greatness ofdig Rowerdgaidy o h n
b:who believe, according to the working of his mighty gow. 0 S o
dt is that those whom God raege

higdhey may be uneducated men and women, but they are enab ed
st have understanding and wisdom. And those so enlightened are

ofskel b t o Awal k as children o I
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Another place where thsame plural Hebrew word is translateq
as a singular word is Proverbs 30:3 where the writer penned
words, Al neither | earned w
holy. o At first glance the
of disapproval or criticisrof himself and his lack of knowledge
Since we have a couplet again here, as in our first text, let us
examine it piece by piece.
wi sdom. 0 He does not say th
he did not learn itor discover it for or by himself. John Gill in
commenting upon the phrase
word Awisdomd means, A. .. s
that is, not of himself through the mere strength and force of |
genius and naturahpacity, or of others; he was not the son of]
prophet, nor brought up in the schools of the prophets; he did
learn it, nor was he taught it by men; for this is not acquired b
human teaching; it is what comes from above, from heaven, 4
bythereve at i on of God. d We t hin
saying that this Aspiritual
man himself as a source. So it is with all of God's true childre
The religious world may promote its prified little ditty at
Chi st mas time, saying, i Wi s g
children of God should know betteior surely will learn better.
We seek Him each and every day, and have since the day of
regeneration, but it is not our wisdom that causes us to desirg
Him and regard Him far above the price of rubies and diamon

The second part of this coupletsaysp or have th
of t h eAghimwe poinbout the meaning of the plural
phrase, fAof the holies, o0 an
HolyOnes. 06 Again we quote the
educated John Gill who wrot
the Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit; their nature modes of
subsisting, perfections, purposes, and the like; at least not a 1
and comprkensive one: or of holy things, of the holy Scripture
and the holy doctrines of them; however, not what is perfect &
complete. o It was true of
all of God's regenerated ones: our wisdom is not something t
we dotained from any source other than God. And we did
nothing to qualify for it nor to instigate our receiving it. It is all
of grace. The kind of wisdom spoken of here cannot be impa
by parents however hard they try, nor from schools or even
seminariesNor can the fAischool of
impart this kind of wisdom. We, like the first of this couplet my
say, il neither | earned wis
enlightenment: | do not claim any effort on my part enabled n
to have thiknowledge nor did my own natural ability cause m
to know Him- as if such things could aid me in knowing God.
In fact, the writer means what we all who know God must say
had God not supernaturally intervened in me and my life, the

WordofGodit hengs hof the Spirit
Aifooli shnesso to me. Had He
things that are fAspirituall

wisdom at all, (1 Corinthians 2:14). Today we may say with
Paul, thattouswhathecalle A Chri st cruci
Aifooli shnesso as it is to a
not supernaturally intervened and done His regenerating wor
our innermost being, we would be unenlightened and Clesst
(1 Corinthians 1:23).

lAs to the second part of this
henowl edge of the holy, 0 we uvay
i Holy Onms, Father,rSontaiad\Hely Spitit,eve #domat nalvee d g e ¢
poemptate knowiedge of $HieneWea thinlowe Bhall cantinue to be g v
enthralled with larning of Him throughout the infinity of
eternity. Even when in glorified bodies, how can we finite bein js
Tdvexr comprehend thepThrde® 8 e who fAE haft het
ap a shte fdioredsi mg to thtave (WRomaoms blu:t
coupl et s aoltse,LORDTshhe befimiag of wisdom:
fid n ch eti t éh ek n d velae chgeed onMfi stdhoemoh slayy s
pAnd tausalo uarn ds eecvoamndg ed a wpall e twi tsidaocr
nisvonder ful egifwen ufswi sGbamo i s | a
athe world calls wisdom, but harmiaes with the Psalmist who
netote:A O L ORD, thou hast searcted
y Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
andnderstandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path
land @Gy lying ddwss, and artracqeainted withTall iy ways.iFore r
tleere & not avvaoml gy eny tonguee,|but, Woi GLORDNthoui s n o't
n.knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before,
and laid thine hand upon me Such knowledge is too
wanderful fertme; it is high,d @aknot dttaimunto it. Whither t | e
shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy
opresence? If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if |
> make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the
dsvings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, antthy right hand
b shall haldyne. df §sgye Surely the darkness shall cover me;
even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness
dhidethnot{rem thee; but thecnight shinegh as tee daycthey a | |
daresg and teedight afe deh alike tg thegiorgheu hast
epospessed Myt ed NS tMOUL APt P
womb. | will praise thee; for | am fearfully and wonderfully
ulmade: marvellous are thy works; andthat my soul knoweth
sright well, (Psalm 139:414). And so we, like Spurgeon,
\nascribe all our change ®od! It is God who has given us life antl
t imreortajity apdrpsonghtghose thipgs p dghtogus thraughithe
hagospel (see 2 Timothy 1:10). The blessing of knowledge, wisdom
and understanding of God within us are all attributable to God
Be of good cheer, Bretén, look up! God has begun a good woik
tdp us. Part of that good work is causing us to have a bit of His
wisdom and understanding and knowledge. And He shall
pedormjthalgpog waekdngus yntl theyeturnsopGprist, (see
isPhilippians 1:6). For now is oumfal salvatiori the redemption
ddbayrbgdiesAaeaigr thanpawhen Wepekh
e13:11). Rejoice that you know what the most intelligent of
L natural men cannot know. Let them call us fools, bigots, fanatizs,
narrow minded and whatever otheitbpts they can invent. We
- care not for the epithets of men: we are concerned with what
epitaphs God might compose about us. We stand in along lin2: a
dgemnagtefgpgopleydswn|thgougs the ages to yikom God has
rager Himgalf knawp. Apgkthistinytgelf raaesdiiieranty Lety o
yUs Bof rejqice ip bewgidiffergnt, Rutdeg ys gejoigednyChristanrge
be willing to be different in and because of our knowledge anc
underggagding, &Ig John weofe,A pvee kngwsthat we are of
| God, andl ie wholeworld fieghfintwickedness. Anavgknew v e
finat the Son of God is come, antlath given us an
understanding, that we may know himthat is true, and we
are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christhis is
the true God, and eternal life {1 John 5:120). Selah.
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Which One First?

When | was sitting in church the other day, Pastor read out
Ephesians 4:3B2."Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, ar
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all

malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgivi
one anotker, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.'

And then it hit me. Have you ever readerse that you may hav
readmany times before; but suddenly it just jumps right out of
the pages at you?! Many people just read the part about bein
kind, terderhearted and forgiving but many forget to read the
first part which is as follows'Let all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you
with all malice:". The verses are only separate by a colon
meaning that thy are meant to be together. Not read separate
as many Christians do.

As Christians we try to live for the Lord and to love and serve
Him "with the whole heart{Matthew 22:37). We work on

forgiving others and loving each other which is exactly what tvz%eaching of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, anc

hoa

Lord wants us to do...... but what about the first verse? What
the first things that Paul mentioned? Was it about being
tenderhearted and kind? No, it wasn't.

The first things that Paul mentioned were that we should put
away all bitterness, wrath, ger, clamour and evil speaking. W¢
must do that first or it simply will @t work! What kind of a
witness to the lost, would we be if we were praigitihe Lord's
name in one breathut curse, hold grudges against other and
losing our tempers in the vergxt breath! (1 do know, however,

that as sinful creatures we do mess up at times and for that we

need God's forgiveness but what | am talking about here is
different. I'm talking about sinning without remorse as some
Christians are not being taught thadgh things are a sin) | have
heard and seen many truly saved individuals do this. While |

not doubt their salvation, | merely question how they are being

g

]

they read the same words that | tteey would clearly see what |
see....what is right in front of us in plain English. Paul did not

only say be kind etc.; but before he wrote that he told us what
Christ wants us to do first. For how can we be kind, when we

have anger in our hearts? Howiose be tenderhearted when

bitterness and wrath is within us? And how can we forgive, just

as Christ has forgiven us for our sins on the cross of Calvary,
when our evil words clearly contradict that?

So my prayer to God is that he will help me to "put @Wwhose

actions; and help me to become the kind of Christian woman 11at

He want me to be. That He mé&geep the door of my lips"
(Psalms 141:3) and guard my temper (Ephesians2726The
Devil would only love to see us falter in our walk with
Christ...ets not let him get the victory!™Wherefore laying aside

all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all e vil

speakings.(1 Peter 2:1)

d A Heart That Yearns for Souls
by Bro . M. J. Seymour, Sr.

It is written: A But when
moved with compassion on them, becaihsy fainted, and were

gscattered abroad as sheep

It is a rare thing indeed to find anyone who is moved by that hly
grace of compassion for lost souls. History speaks of few mel

» and women who in days gone by were mowth such a divine
passion for the salvation of souls. Multitudes have come and
Iygone throughout the fifty generations since the Redeemer of

souls walked upon the face of the earth, but the numbers of t ose
h e av e nliosomhagea r |

who have felt
been relatively few and far deveen. Lamentably, the numbers
are dwindling at an alarming rate. Few are moved at the

—

even fewer are moved with
Lust for material security has replaced sweet rest in therggcu
of the Fatherds hand. Rar e
grace and divine passion for the lost sheep with little to no

» thought of the personal cost. It is a heart that yeamsofds by
His grace.

The psal mist David wrote:-n
held, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed
me ; no man cared for my sou

understanding of the Doctrines of Grace leads to Phassee
Rightful understanding humbles the heart and stirs divine
passions with a relentl ess
OIost. It does not self indulge in the setean of the elect; rather
It is moved by a heaven wrought yearning for all whoendies
Heavenods

)

taught and what exactly they are gleaning from the Bible. For
1
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standards; it is merciful b
indeed that does not experi
It is written: fiHe t hat gee
seed. . .0 (Ps. 126:6) Wh a't

moved and go forth into the fields? What moves one to that
passionate desire to seek the salvation of the lost? When log
upon the masses, what causes the heart to flood with holy te
What causes one to say, nHer
special holy work of grace upon the heart! It is the divine gift
seeing what Jesus saw and fieg the heartbeat of His

compassion. It is the gift

P

R

he harvest tn

ort

uly i1s pienteous Dut

First Log

Greetings in the name that is above every name, the name of
Lord Jesus Christ. What a blessegne it is! For there is no
other name given among men, whereby we must be saved.

I have been asked if | would share some things about mission

works in view of recent vi s
outreachingds through His sle
comply with this request, and in no way do | think myself
anything at all, much less an authority in these matters.

Thus saith our risen Lord Jesus unto His discile§o y e |i
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature i n

16:15.
This is a command that He gave to His Churches. This is what

His Churches will be found doing in faith, hope, and love, whenGod, beautiful
eworship, and wdiing

He returns for her. It is easy for us, me included, to say that W
believe Godébés Word.
It is also easy for us to convince our consciethat we are doing
enough of what He told us to do.

God help us if we are ever satisfied with our efforts to remain
obedient to His commands.

| could stop right there, and perhaps | should. This text deals
a very man sized portion of conviction teeey reader that is a
Ahearero of His Word.

11

Argfrough these efforts.

am |,

thasurely places to take a vacation for your fleshly enjoyment, Hut

to foreign Nations.

y Thédt is a very smalsdose ef the edreviction tHattour iodng and s a ¢
egnagiaus Lard @as kroughtime ungley with jugf @ couplie of visit t h e

t lhwoulddoe very dificultdor medocopeeestimate the wadie tp m g
dasQul. gf gngse \isiisy! gustdhat it wilk notbe g wagjeppyoyy tgle ¢

F

for mé to also say here, that it would be absolutely impossible to

gces, to the soul that the Lord delivers froratbeunto life

e

(Worship service in a remote viIIage‘in Mexjco

The amount of selflenial and sacrifice that | withessed not only
convicted me, but also edified and encouraged me by seeing
Godds Word come to |ife. It

kE]verestimate the value of the spreading of the Gospel into the se

i s

this poor, wretched sinndhat has been saved by grace for abc ut

21 years now, to see the fai
Now | would love to paint a rosy picture of some wonderful an 1
the truth of the matte =z -
is, my flesh found ‘
little pleasure in thes
ventures, as
corgpareddgo the ¢
vacatioms that | had &
grown used to.
Though my flesh was §
somewhat deprived,
my g0l fed lavishly
wpanrthe rich
fellowship in Christ
around the Word of

N

in labors of love
toward our neighbors.

Ol;&ro. NarcisoMartinezpreaching

t h

y prayer is that this little article will be some encouragement to

you. | want to encourage each and every one of you, my dear

brothers and sisters, to support the mission works of your chu ch



in three ways. But God is able to use the very least and basest of all men to
Support them: financially, prayerfully, and physically. All threg bless, encourage, provoke unted and good works.

stemming from your heart. | would advise you to sell yourself short by all means, but be

very careful to never sell God short. Put no confidence in the
Financial support is of necessity, the workers cannot progres$ flesh but have all faith in God.

without food and suppl i es, [doealidetthatrinisisa veey tall drder amdxthatdt wadlld iboveryd t ¢
laborers to make bricks without atv. All should understand difficult if not impossible for every member of every assembly 0
this. travel abroad or out of the country to visit these mission fields

But we should be able to send at least one member as a

Pray for your missionariesand the work that they do. Pray thdt representative. We who are citizens here in the U.S. have the

the Lord will be pleased to give the increase! Pray that the liberty to travéto most every Nation in the world. The saints in
plowing, sowing, and watering they do will reap a great harvestiost of these countries are not afforded this liberty or the mee ns,
Pray for the protection of thegear saints and their families and cannot visit us.

from all evil and elements! Pray that the Lord will keep them

encouraged and be the help and the health of their countena
These prayers should be fervent and without ceasing. Prayer
effects ever yt heiprayertyb@ thé rhost |

powerful force in the universe. Effectual fervent prayer can m
mountains. It will not change God, or the smallest detail in Hig
plan, but the scriptures teach us of the impossible things mad
possible by prayer.

Physically support your missionaries with your physical
appearing whenever possible. Make the time to visit your ]
missionaries and the disciples that are made through their lajo,*
If there is one thing | Iearog‘
use you to spreathe Gospel of Christ and demonstrate His one?’
for His people by the very simple act of you sacrificing your timig
to visit them, even when you cannot communicate directly with
them in speech. Our God is an awesome God! | heard many
statements along the éa of how hardly no one comes to visit
them. This was heartbreaking to me. My beloved reader, | be
you to consider how effectual even a brief visit from you can
bless and encourage these dear struggling saints of God. | tg
myself for many years that tteewas nothing | could do or was
qualified to do. | went on these visits very sure that | was

unqualified and unable to even be the least help, and | was rightmentioned that all three ways of support must stem from the
heart. A heart filled with love for Jesus. A stranigieg happens

(Bro. Massey, SisMariza Villasor, Bro.HanselVillasor, & Bro. Johnny Coburn
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though, as you pour out this love from your heart, it will
increase. This is a supernatural effect, as | mentioned before
God is an awesome God! As you pour out your love through
financial support, your love for them will grow. Likewise,
through prayer. As you lift up your brethren in prayer, your lo
and consideration for them grows stronger. Even more so aft
you have met face to face with a dear brother or sister in Chr
and shared your heart, through laboring side by side to tieach
Lordbébs | ost sheep, enjoying
in their home and letting them be a blessing to you by feeding
you with their best dish of food (one that they seldom indulge
because of the expense), your love will grow.

)

#
TR
A

(Ice cream after church fellowshipl‘egros Occidental, Phplpineg

| believe that there is a great benefit to maintaining all three o
these avenues of support. The Word teaches us that a three
stranded cord is not easily broken. If we only support financia
this cord is very easily broken by the enemy. How many
missionaries ave been dropped through the years because th
was the case? How much of their labors were dried up and th
zeal dwindled because they were not carried by prayer? How
easy is it to stop both of these, when there is no face to face
connection betweeyou?

Al beseech you therefore, b
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unt
God, which is youRomans®donab
The only actual mi ssi onar yd

family. I cannot t h

aronvinced that they do nonetheless.

fathom why

| was very blessed to be granted this visit of 15 days with ther
ethis past September. | cannayghat | have ever experienced a
ermore godly, Christ centered, Word of God saturated family in ny
stifetime. This dear brother, a very humble man, would shrink

back from any of my praises, believes the Word of God. He lives

aaut his faith. Tlee leaehodl setacrificatiiagl have witrgegsedtine r

his life since we first met in 2006, far exceeds any that | have
invitnessed in any other brother. The Lord has given him a hea t,

mind, and soul full of zeal for Christ and His lost sheep. The

Lord knows what He is doingnd has equipped His servant well

for the task. His lovely wife, Sis. Heather, is not any less wortt y

and has my utmost respect. If | have ever met a sister that coines

close to fitting the virtuous woman described in Prov. 31, It is

this dear sister. Thefamily works like a weltrained army for

the Lord. ltds a very beaut

appreciate each and every member of this family.

| did not write this article to praise the Craft family, | feel it is

unnecessary to praisethemb ause their wor ko:

| could not let these words go unspoken. The amount of work

that they do as a family is mind blowing. Our God is an awescme

God! The Lord has trained this brother in the field of battle anc|

the knowledge that has bedran him is noteworthy as a great

treasure, a valuable asset to the furtherance of the Gospel.

fu

f

Ily,

is
e

NE@(Ening fellowship with Bro. Martinez)

there

The Lordés church in (Che
r Gongregasian Bautisia Gradiadbunglantecis fll of lowety sag s d |
b and is Pastored by Bro. Narcistartinez. They received me with
| apen argng and headgts figed with joy at my appearing. (Anothe
t imceedible mgsiery to (ne¢).dEven thaughil ad t@gorverse il r t
sthem through an interpreter, we were able to have great

his lovely family. | have an endearing love for Bro. Bert and h
1

3



fellowship and | very quickly fell in lovevith them. | never
thought that | could have such a strong desire to speak and
understand Spanish! | feel
mentioning each and every one of our beloved brothers and
sisters that are membélngabit h

and | could go on forever talking of the lovely experiences | was

bl essed with while there, s
mention that it is hot there! | understand that it is always hot
there. They have different shades of hot, butét st i | |
think you could get the humidity any higher if you were standi
in hot water that was over
pretty much no air conditionirgnywhereyou go, so you need td
know that you will be hot and sticky Wmisweat all the time, day
and night.

(Bro. Hansel Villasor Bro. Johnny Coburn& Bro. Mas®y)

In April of this year, when | visited the Providence Baptist
Church in Brgy. Quezon, San Carlos City, Negros Occidental
Philippines, where Pastor H
precious flock, | found a veryrsilar experience to my visit to
Mexico. Bro. Johnny Coburn and | travelled there together so
that we could meet face to face with our already dearly loved
Bro. Hansel. Again not knowing just how the Lord would use
to be a blessing to our brother and tthurch there, just knowing
that there was a need for encouragement, and trusting that th
Lord would provide. We were received with open arms and
hearts overflowing with joy that we had come. In short, | will
say, that we fell in love with all of thesweet saints over there,
we had a marvelous time in the Lord, there we did not have n
as great a need of an interpreter as most spoke and understg
English (even my Texan version), God gave us a great witneg
for His grace, we imzdwe wiflhavee
throughout eternity, we were told that we would never be
forgotten and that our visit meant so much to them that they
could not tell it, and had a tearful parting when it was time for
to return homeBro. Johnny and | were pretty muaha loss for
words to describe how our hearts were affected by this
experience. Our God is an awesome God!

Your fellow servantin ChrisBy Godo6s amazin
Wesley Massey

l' i ke 1'd6m a horrible brother for
er e, but | fear that I 6m ram

o 106l stop. But before | do, I
hot . | donodt

ng

your head. It s that tough! The

Canadian v.s. U.S. Parliamentary

Procedures

How Are the two procedes Different?
We all know through our school d@jsstory lessons that
Canada and the United States share a common British rule.

Now Canada is a CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY with a
sovereign being, presently Queen Elizabeth the second of
England, at its headhd a prime minister. Currently, Prime

Minister Jusine Treadeauheads the Canadian government.

Canada is supposed to be governed by the people for the pecple.
This is called a democratic system.

Athe Uhited Mdtes is & repRiiic; gbvefdd Hya céh¥ifafon, t h €

president (President Obama presently), and congress.
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