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óYou Can Be Sure He Knows!ô 

'When' Your Just not sure 'Why' Its Happening or 'What' to do about 

it, Remember 'Who' Knows Both! 

Philippians 4:6-7; ñBe careful for nothing; but in every thing by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 

understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus.ò 

Proverbs 3:5-6; ñTrust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not 

unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 

he shall direct thy paths.ò 

James 1:5; ñIf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.ò 

Romans 8:28; ñAnd we know that all things work together for good to 

them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 

purpose.ò 

~Bro. Donnie Burford 

ZEAL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE 

By Curtis Pugh 

Often zeal is a good thing. Zeal or enthusiasm for good things is to be commended. Being a ñdeadheadò on the job or as a parent or in service for the Lord makes life 

a burden. In the matter of our relationship with Him Christ said: ñAs many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent,ò (Revelation 3:19). Not 

only do lost sinners need to repent, Christians also are guilty of sins daily. Walking with God is a matter of daily repentance. 

But zeal or enthusiasm is a bad thing when it is coupled with ignorance. Two very young boys wanted to please their father. While he was at work they busied 

themselves in the garage with house paint, coating the family car a new color. They had zeal for a thing, but in their ignorance their enthusiasm caused them to do 

something harmful and costly. In religious matters zeal, coupled with ignorance, does much harm. We are well aware that there are religious zealots in this world 

who in their zeal beat their wives, mutilate their daughters and murder those who do not convert. The thief also may be zealous when he comes to steal and to 

destroy.  

In Paul's day the Jews had great enthusiasm for the Old Testament Law. They had so much zeal for the Law that they missed Christ. Paul wrote of them: ñFor I bear 

them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of Godôs righteousness, and going about to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth,ò (Romans 

10:2-4). Paul said that the righteousness which makes one acceptable to God is in Christ. He is the end of the Law for righteousness. Christ taught that the Old 

Testament Law-system was done away with when John the Baptist began to preach. He said, ñThe law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom 

of God is preached, and every man [individual people] presseth into it,ò (Luke 16:16). 

And yet a great many people, some of them claiming to be following Christ, are busy trying to establish their own righteousness by their attempt at keeping the Law. 

(Usually they pick and choose what parts of the Old Testament Law they want to keep.) But no man ever kept the Law. It was decided by the apostles and elders 

long ago that converts to Christ should not have the Law imposed upon them. Peter said regarding the Gentile converts and the Law, ñNow therefore why tempt ye 

God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

we shall be saved, even as they,ò (Acts 15:10-11). ñ...By the works of the law shall no flesh be justified,ò (Galatians 2:16). Be zealous, but according to truth!  
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ñAnd so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.ò ~ Colossians 1:9-10~ 
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òAll Scripture ó  
by Bro.  Timothy Works  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works." 

"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 

kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine." 

II Timothy 3:16-17, & 4:1-2 

 

This includes all 66 books, Old & New Testaments. 

 

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 

past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days 

spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 

things, by whom also he made the worlds;" Hebrews 1:1-2 

ñin timesò O.T. ñin these last daysò N.T. 

 

I. It is Given, vs 3:16 

Not found, discovered, lost & recovered, not the work of men or 

any private interpretation. 

 

ñFor we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we 

made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.ò 

ñKnowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 

private interpretation.ò II Peter 1:16, 20 

 

An ability to understand is also given 

(Matthew 13:11, I Corinthians 2:14, John 16:13) 

 

Three things we need to take note of 

A.) There is a Giver: God  

From our text ñ- given by inspiration of God,-ò II Tim. 3:16 also 

read Exodus 31:18 

Its origin is in God who is eternal. (Psalm 119:89, 160) 

 

B.) A Recipient: Man  

Deuteronomy 9:29, Romans 1:18-20, 10:16 ñ-who hath 

believedò, John 12:37-41, II Corinthians 4:34 

 

C.) A Means: Inspirational II Timothy 3:16 

II Peter 1:21, II Samuel 23:2 

Plenary Verbal Inspiration (word for word inspiration) 

Matthew 5:17-18, Isaiah 46:9-11 ñ-I have spoken it, I will also 

bring it to pass;-ò 

 

II . It I s Profitable, v 3:16 ñedifyò 

 

"For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 

the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of 

the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 

and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But 

speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 

which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly 

joined together and compacted by that which every joint 

supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 

every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 

in love." Ephesians 4:12-16 

 

A.) For Doctrine (teaching)  

ñWhat to believeò 

Sound doctrine is truth  

ñSanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.ò John 17:17 

 

B.) For Reproof (to tell a fault-give evidence- proof) 

ñWhat you should stop doingò 

ñGo to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into 

such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get 

gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For 

what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little 

time, and then vanisheth away.ò James 4:13-14 (quoting Job) 

 

C.) For Correction (to make straight again) 

ñWhat you should have doneò 

ñFor that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do 

this, or that.ò James 4:15 

 

D.) For Instruction (training-tutor) in righteousness 

ñAnd, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 

them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.ò     

Ephesians 6:4  

ñFor this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
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should abstain from fornication: That every one of you should 

know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;ò     
I Thessalonians 4:3-4 

 

III. It Is To Be Preached, vs 4:1-2 sound forth, declare 

Again Ephesians 4:15 says ñBut speaking the truth in love, may 

grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:ò  

Instruct in season, out of season. Scripture is always appropriate 

at all times and all occasions (used appropriately)! 

 

The Word of God 

A.) Reprove- admonish, tell a fault 

B.) Rebuke ï censure, forbid, charge (Romans 6:1-2, 15) 

C.) Exhort- invite, beseech, implore (Romans 12:1, II  

                                                           Corinthians 5:20) 

D.) With all long suffering (patience) and doctrine 

 

The alternative is to turn to and accept fables rather than the truth 

of Godôs Word; ñFor the time will come when they will not 

endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap 

to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn 

away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.ò 
II Timothy 4:3-4  

ñO Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding 

profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so 

called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. 

Grace be with thee. Amen.ò I Timothy 6:20-21 

ñNot giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, 

that turn from the truth.ò Titus 1:14 

 

ñIf we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: 

for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.ò     

I John 5:9 We are to put our trust & confidence in God and His 

Word which He has given to us, rather than in Man! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Knowledge, Understanding & 

Wisdom 
 

ñAnd so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for 

you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will 

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.ò ï 

Colossians 1:9-10 
 

There is no final exam at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Paul 

clearly told the Corinthians saints, ñFor we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 

what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 

evilò (2 Corinthians 5:10).  Yet, if Iôm not careful, I find myself 

merely wanting to know the truth ï to intelligently understand 

what the Word of God says.  And certainly, Iôm not discounting 

the importance of Biblical knowledge.  Our text verse clearly 

stresses both knowledge and understanding.  Yet, we must 
always keep in mind the words of James ï ñSo whoever knows 

the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sinò (James 

4:17).  So, to have the knowledge without producing good works 

is faulty and inadequate.  In fact, I think we can and should admit 

that such knowledge is a flawed knowledge.   

 

Today we seek to point out the practicality in our text passage.  

This ought always to be our ultimate goal when studying Godôs 

Word ï ñwhat does it mean to me?ò or even, ñwhat does it 

instruct me to do?ò and definitely ñhow does this impact my 

service to God?ò  Our approach to Godôs Word must be much 

like approaching a set of instructions to put together a grill or a 

bicycle.  ñAll Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 

for every good workò (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  The Bible alone can 

enable the child of God to be ñcomplete, equipped for every good 

workò.  Though we may glean some truth from other books or 
articles, nothing is on par with the Scripture.  Our duty is to read 
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the Word of Godécompletely and methodicallyéand pray for 

spiritual wisdom to daily improve our service to God.  Having 

understood that, let us look to our text passage and pursue just 

such an application.   

 

Paulôs prayer for these saints was that they would ñbe filled with 

the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understandingò.  Before a person can understand the Word of 

God, he must know it.  This may sound simple ï and I suppose it 
is.  But itôs important.  You cannot understand spiritual truths by 

simply listening to other people.  You cannot fully grasp Biblical 

doctrine by listening to preaching alone or reading an article 

alone.  You must know the Bible ï you must read the Bible ï you 

must have knowledge of the Bible.  Far too many believers in 

Christendom today are trying to serve God without any 

knowledge of His Word.  This is common in all types of 

churches including Baptist churches.  Iôm not discounting the 

importance of solid, Biblical preaching.  But even if your pastor 

is the most scholarly, Biblically adept minister in the world 

today, you will struggle to grow if you are not reading Godôs 

Word personally on a regular basis.  Without knowledge (of the 

Bible), you cannot understand it.   

 

Understanding Godôs Word takes us a step past simply knowing 

what it says.  Reading the Bible gives you the knowledge of what 

it says.  However, understanding the words on the page donôt 
often come at the first, second or third reading.  Though, some 

passages are clear and straightforward the first time.  ñFlee from 

sexual immoralityò is rather plain (1 Corinthians 6:18).  ñPray 

without ceasingò is not hard to decipher (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  

However, when one commits to being a student of the Word of 

God, one soon discovers that not every verseénot every 

passageéis so easy to understand.  We may know what a 

passage says without completely understanding what it means.  

One must commit to giving their best effort to understanding the 

meaning of the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15).  Studying is more than 

reading.  One must read Godôs Word.  Iôm an advocate of every 

child of God reading the Bible through annually.  Itôs a doable 

task and a necessary one, in my opinion.  However, study takes 

more effort.  After we gain knowledge of what Godôs Word says, 

we must do our best to determine what the Bible means to us ï 

how it should impact us ï how it should change us.  We must add 

understanding to our basic knowledge.  Paul prays for the 
Colossian saints to be built up in understanding.   

 

Yet, mere understanding is not the end.  It is a necessary step.  

But it is not the goal.  Once we have read the Word of God and 

come to some understanding of what it means, we need wisdom 

to apply it in our lives.  ñWisdomò can be defined as ñThe right 

use or exercise of knowledge; the choice of laudable ends, and of 

the best means to accomplish them. This is wisdom in act, effect, 

or practice. If wisdom is to be considered as a faculty of the 

mind, it is the faculty of discerning or judging what is most just, 

proper and useful, and if it is to be considered as an acquirement, 

it is the knowledge and use of what is best, most just, most 

proper, most conducive to prosperity or happinessò (Websterôs 

1828 Dictionary of the English Language).  So, wisdom takes 

knowledge and understanding and uses it properly.  Every facet 

of our lives may not have a clear ñthus says the Lordò written in 

the Bible.  But, we can and should seek to apply our knowledge 

and understanding in every facet of our lives.  It is here that 

wisdom must play a factor.   

 

Many people possess knowledge and understanding of Godôs 

Word.  Yet, many do not properly apply this knowledge and 

understanding to their lives.  How often do people with Biblical 

learning end up in a bad place in life?  This is often due to a lack 

of wisdom.  And certainly, we all lack wisdom in some ways.  

But, wisdom must be the end goal.  We read Godôs Word to 
know what it says.  We seek to understand what it means.  And 

finally, we seek to learn to use our knowledge and understanding 

properly.  This is wisdom.  This is why we open Godôs Word.  

The Book of Proverbs refers to wisdom 46 times ï more than any 

other book.  Certainly, the Book of Proverbs is full of 

practicality.  Wisdom is practical.  That is, wisdom seeks to 

apply knowledge and understanding to our lives.  Wisdom 

produces works.  Wisdom produces fruit.  Wisdom causes one to 

endure for the cause of Christ.  Proverbs 2:6 says, ñFor the Lord 

gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 

understandingò.  Godôs Word gives us knowledge and 

understanding.  Wisdom is something God works in us through 

these things.   

 

Godôs people must seek wisdom.  James wrote, ñIf any of you 

lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given himò (James 1:5).  As we 
gain knowledge and understanding of Godôs Word, let us pray to 

God that He would give us wisdom to apply it in our lives.  To 

know Godôs Word without understanding is inadequate.  But also 

to have understanding without wisdom is inadequate.  Yet, lest 

we find ourselves thinking we gained wisdom on our own, James 

reminds us that wisdom comes from God.  We must seek it from 

His hand.  We must pray for it with regularlity.   

 

James later describes the fruits of wisdom in more detail.  He 

says, ñWho is wise and understanding among you? By his good 

conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. But if 

you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 

not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that 

comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For 

where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder 

and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is 

sown in peace by those who make peaceò (James 3:13-18).  

What we may describe as wisdom may not be Godôs description.  

Godly wisdom granted by the Spirit of God through His Word is 

ñfirst pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 

and good fruits, impartial and sincereò.  Thatôs a heavy list.  

Yet, unless these are our fruits, we neednôt be deceived into 

thinking we have Biblical wisdom.  Let us be reminded that ñthe 

anger of man does not produce the righteousness of Godò 

(James 1:20).  Iôve often seen folks mad in sharing their 

understanding of Godôs Word.  And their understanding may 

have been correct.  But they lacked wisdom according to the 

authority of the Bible.   

 

Are these things important?  Does it matter if the child of God 

gains knowledge and understanding and wisdom?  Let us notice 

our text ï ñso as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
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pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 

in the knowledge of God.ò  This is rather plain.  If you seek to 

serve God, you must increase in these things.  There are far too 

many believers in churches today that are seeking to serve God 

without any knowledge, understanding or wisdom.  This leads to 

every man doing that which is right in his own eyes.  This was 

catastrophical in the days of the judges (Judges 17:6, 21:25) and 

it is just as catastrophical today.  You cannot serve God without 

knowing and understanding His Word with wisdom.  Read your 
Bible.  Dig into your Bible.  Ask God for the ability to use what 

you learn.  This was Paulôs desire for the Colossian saints.  It 

should be our desire for ourselves.  And know this, when you 

stand before the Lord at the Judgment Seat of Christ, you will be 

judged on your use of knowledge and understanding.  Our 

service to God will be judged there.  Itôs not merely the ones that 

were the most doctrinally correct that are rewarded.  Itôs the ones 

who took and used that good Biblical doctrine rightly in their 

lives that will be rewarded. 

 

   

 

Human Reasoning & Secret 

Knowledge 
 

How can you distinguish human reasoning from the 

leading of the Holy Spirit? 
 

Bro. Todd Bryant (Pastor of Sovereign Grace Baptist church 

Northport, AL): This is not an easy question to answer.  Many 

times I have prayed about a matter and felt I had the leadership 

of the Spirit.  Yet, in looking back, I know Iôve been wrong about 

it before.  There simply is no red light that flashes on to alert us 

that itôs the Spirit leading us and not our own thoughts. 
 

The key thing to remember is that the Spirit never leads contrary 

to the Word of God.  Whatever you believe you are being led to 

do, it will neveréEVERéconflict with the clear teaching of 

Godôs Word.  If you ever believe the Spirit is leading you to do 

something that is in direct opposition to Godôs Word, I can 

assure you that itôs not the Spirit.   

 

Sometimes, we obviously pray about things like a relationship, 

job opportunity or familial need.  We pray for open doors by 

God.  I have found that if I spend more time waiting for God to 

open a clear door, I more often find the leadership of God in my 

life.  Psalms 37:7 says, ñBe still before the Lord and wait 

patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in 

his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!ò  Oftentimes, 

when we get ahead of the Lord, thatôs when we follow human 

reasoning and not His Spirit.   

 

Bro. Nilo del Mundo (Baptist Church Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia): A. Human reasoning leads to vanity (Psalms 39:5) The 

leading of the Spirit leads to holiness (Eph. 4:24) 

 

B. Human reasoning works within the heart bound by sin, The 

Spirit of the Lord brings liberty, it removes the blindness to see 

clearly what is the will of the Lord. II Corinthians 3:17 says 
ñNow the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty.ò 

 

C. Human reasoning leads to strife and envying, the leading of 

the Spirit gives the good qualities stated in James 3:17 ñBut the 

wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

partiality, and without hypocrisy.ò 

 

D. Human reasoning sounds good in the ears of the unbelievers; 

the leading of the Spirit does not conform with them but leads to 

the glory of Christ.  

John 12:43 ñFor they loved the praise of men more than the 

praise of God.ò  

Romans 2:29 ñBut he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and 

circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 

letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.ò 
 

E. Human reasoning is humanistic though sometimes biblical; 

the Leading of the Holy Spirit is always in harmony with the 

Bible (I Peter 4:10-11) 

 

Bro. Jeff Short (Pastor of Charleston Baptist Congregation in 

Charleston, WV) Two wordsðThe Bible. I am actually not being 

snide. The church at Corinth had many problems, including strife 

and division where members opposed one another. Paul wrote 

much to them about the Spirit in chapter 12. He wrote: 

ñWherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by 

the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can 

say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are 

diversities of gifts, but the same Spiritò (1 Corinthians 12:3-4 

emphasis mine). The gifts of the Spirit were being abused in the 

Corinthian church and being used in divisiveness and strife. Paul 

said this could not be of the Spirit because the Spirit is not 

divided. If the same Spirit has given gifts as he wills, then those 

gifts cannot be contrary one to another. In like manner, the Spirit 

has inspired the Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21; Mark 

12:36; Acts 1:16; 28:25; Hebrews 3:7; 9:8; 10:15). Therefore, no 

leading of the Spirit can be contrary to the Word. 
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The other aspect I would mention in consideration of the leading 

of the Spirit is what our expectation should be.  How should we 

expect to be guided daily in life? I hear some talk as though the 

Spirit is giving them turn-by-turn directions all day long like 

some sort of spiritual GPS. I donôt find anything in Scripture that 

gives us that type of expectation. Jesus told his disciples the 

Spirit would ñguide you into all truthò (John 16:13), and he 

prayed in the next chapter for the Father to ñSanctify them 

through thy truth: thy word is truthò (John 17:17). Our 
expectation for guidance is through the Bible (Psalm 119:9, 105; 

Proverbs 6:23). We are to ñprove all thingsò (1 Thessalonians 

5:28) and ñtry the spiritsò (1 John 4:1). How? By the Word of 

God. If we think we have leading from the Spirit, we should test 

ourselves by the Word of God.  

 

Bro. Clint Keith (Pastor of Grace Baptist church Monticello, KY): 

To begin we must understand that human reasoning will always 

be contradictory to the leadership of the Spirit.  How then can we 

know the leadership of the Spirit in our lives?  We are promised 

by the Lord that the Spirit would lead us and guide us in all truth 

(John 16:13).  Therefore, the first place we find the leadership of 

the Spirit is in the word of God.  If we desire to know Godôs 

direction for our lives most every answer will be found in His 

word.  The Spirit will never lead contrary to the Word of God.   

So if my dilemma that I seek understanding for is against the 

scripture then the answer is clear concerning the leadership of the 

Spirit.  However, there are those times that the dilemma we need 

guidance in is not so clear, it is not specifically addressed in the 

scripture.  In these moments, and in life there are many of these 

times, discerning the direction of the Spirit may require a little 

more effort.  Now we are promised He would direct our lives, 

and we recognize His leadership is essential for a restful, 

peaceful soul (Romans 8:14).  It is then incumbent upon us to 

ñwalk after the Spiritò (vs. 4), and mind ñthe things of the 

Spiritò (vs. 5), and ñby the Spirit mortify the deeds of the fleshò 

(vs. 13).  Therefore He leads to only those things that are 

sanctifying.   

Solomon gives wisdom in this as well in Proverbs 3: 5-6, ñTrust 

in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 

direct thy paths.ò  Notice the promise to direct is conditional 

upon these three requirements.  First, we are to trust in the Lord, 

meaning, we must lean upon Him completely. Secondly, we are 

to shun our own understanding.  We must disown our own 

sufficiency and wisdom, and bow before the wisdom of God.  

Thirdly, we must acknowledge Him in every part of our lives, in 

prayer (Phil 4:6), in everything (1 Cor.  10:31). Meeting these 

three requirements, the Lord makes clear for us the direction He 

would have us go, at least that is the promise.     

Therefore, when we do not know which way to go we must 

remember not to act on impulse or in our own strength, 

remembering first Lam. 3:25-26. Second, we must ask the Lord 

to empty our hearts of every lust and desire and wish that we 

may have hidden in us that we would not misinterpret Godôs 

wisdom for our desires (Psalms 81:12). If we find there is still a 

struggle between the flesh and the Spirit, this is then a time for 

fasting until we can honestly say ñhave thine own way Lordò as 

Ezra 8:21 reminds us.  Next, we must acknowledge to the Lord 

our own ignorance, and request Him not to leave us to ourselves, 

(James 1:5-6), and commit our way to Him, and wait on His 

answer.  Finally, when He gives clear answer, remember we not 

only need His direction we also need His presence as we follow 

Him (Exodus 33:15).    

For further study and clarification on this subject I would 

recommend The Nature of God, formerly titled Gleanings in the 

Godhead, by Arthur Pink.  He writes a very good chapter on this 

subject called ñThe Guidance of Godò, and it is well worth the 

read for further insight. 

 

Cults, and even some religious sects calling themselves 

Christians, have teachings on enlightenment & secret 

knowledge. What does the scriptures teach? 
 

Bro. Todd Bryant:  The Bible is a closed book.  If this 

ñknowledgeò from these sects actually comes from God, then itôs 

as good as Genesis ï it is Godôs Word.  But it isnôt.  The Bible is 

complete.  There needs not anything be added to it.  It is enough. 

 

ñAll Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 

for every good work.ò (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  We donôt need 

additional enlightenment.  In fact, Godôs Word should verify any 

new ñrevelationò.  If Godôs Word verifies it, why do we need the 

ñnewò revelation?  If Godôs Word doesnôt verify it, it should be 

tossed.   

 

Again, the Canon is closed.  It is through the Bible that God 

speaks to us today.   

 

Bro. Nilo del Mundo: ñTo the law and to the testimony: if they 

speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 

them.ò Isaiah 8:20 

Sometimes lying spirits will speak truth with error. We discern 

the truth and agree, we reject error and use the word of God to 

disagree, but always reject the false prophet or lying spirit which 

pretends to be speaking all truth. 

 

Bro. Jeff Short: This is actually a truth that separates true 

Christianity from false religions, including those who claim to be 

Christian but are not. Even the term Christian is founded upon 

the reality of God revealing himself, particularly in the flesh in 

the person of Jesus Christ, and not concealing himself in secret. 

Throughout the Old Testament God spoke of doing things in 

such way that he would make himself known through his actions, 

e.g. delivering Israel from Egypt (Exodus 6:7; 7:5). In Isaiah 

chapters 40-48, God issued a number of challenges to the idols 
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the nations worshiped to prove they were God. One of the chief 

tests was for the idols to declare plainly beforehand what they 

were going to do and then do it. Yahweh had a long record of 

doing just that but he calls on the idolaters to do the same. One of 

the distinctions that he made between himself and the false 

religions was, ñI have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the 

earthò (Isaiah 45:19) and ñI have not spoken in secret form the 

beginningò (Isaiah 48:16). When God spoke of what he was 

going to do, he spoke plainly and not in the veiled, ambiguous 

terms of the idolaters whose predictions were so vague 

practically anything could be said to be a fulfillment. 

God told Israel he had spoken openly and plainly to them 

(Deuteronomy 30:11-14). While there are secret things, they 

belong to God and he does not reveal them. What he reveals 

openly, in his Word, is what we are responsible for 

(Deuteronomy 29:29). Divine wisdom is portrayed not as hiding 

and speaking in secret ways, but openly in the streets, markets, 
and housetops (Proverbs 1:21; 8:1-4). Likewise, Jesus spoke this 

way as fulfillment and confirmation of his messiaship (John 

18:20).  

 

The preaching of the apostles continued in the same vein. Paul 

commended the Bereans who ñsearched the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were soò (Acts 17:11). His preaching was 

plain, open, and verifiable by the written Word of God. Finally, 

Paul warned the Colossians against any philosophy or teaching 

that was ñafter the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the 

world, and not after Christò (Colossians 2:8). The plain word of 

Christ is our standard of measure for all truth claims.  

 
Bro. Clint Keith:  One of the first major heresies to enter 

Christianity was the sect called the Gnostics. They begin to come 

to some notoriety around the time of Paulôs death.  Their very 

name is a form of the Greek word ñto knowò.  They claimed to 

have a higher or elevated knowledge about Christ that others did 

not have, but their so-called higher knowledge was nothing but 

doctrine contrary to the scripture and to the person of Christ.  But 

what we find is this idea of one having a hidden wisdom or 

special enlightenment, goes back basically to the beginning of 

Christianity.   

Peter begins to describe the knowledge of Christ in II Peter 1:3-4 

when he states; ñAccording as his divine power hath given unto 

us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  

whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 

promises:  that by these ye might be partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 

lustò.  Notice Peter tells us that the knowledge was given to him 

that he might report it to us that we also might have that 

knowledge.  Now we understand the knowledge of Christ is 

exclusive, and only revealed in grace, but the revelation of His 

knowledge nor the revelation of His grace does not come by 

some sect or order, it comes directly from the Spirit of God to the 

children of God.  God gave us his word for the intention that all 

His children would know Him fully. 

The knowledge of Christ is that knowledge that is revealed for us 
in the word of God.  No more of Christ will be revealed to any 

other person or group but what is revealed to all in the Word. 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:3 ñFor I delivered unto you first of 

all that which also I receivedéò  John said in 1 John 1:3 ñThat 

which we have seen and heard declare we unto youé.ò  John 

would go on throughout this particular book, in contradiction to 

the Gnostics, declaring that he was writing these things for us to 

know.  Peter would declare in 11 Peter 1:20, ñéKnowing this 

first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 

interpretation.ò   Godôs word is written for His people to know it 

and Him. The Lord declares to Israel that He had not spoken in 

secret, (Isaiah 45:19; 48:16).  The Lord said in John 18:20, ñI 

spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in 

the Temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I 
said nothing.ò  He has revealed all He is going to in His word.  It 

is, therefore, necessary for us to study it, learn it and apply it that 

it might be profitable unto us (II Timothy 2:15; 3:15-17). 

 

 

The Knowledge 

Of The Holy 

Ones  

by Bro. Curtis Pugh   

 

Our primary text is Proverbs 9:10 where it is written: ñThe fear 

of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of 

the holy is understanding.ò One thing about Hebrew poetry needs 

to be remembered. Ancient Hebrew poetry such as our text 

probably did not rhyme even when originally written. It most 

certainly does not rhyme in sound when translated into English, 

but presents instead the beauty of corresponding and sometimes 

expanding thoughts. Any rhythm, cadence, or rhyming of sound 

is lost in the translation. However, the ñrhymingò of thoughts 

shines through to those who read their Bibles looking for it. 

Often a truth is stated first in one way and then the same or a 

kindred truth is stated in different words. So the beauty is not in 

similar sounds, but in parallel thoughts. The truth is established 

by building upon or modifying a previous statement. When next 
you read the Psalms or other Old Testament poetry look for this 

kind of construction.  

Our aim is to understand and appreciate the phrase ñthe 

knowledge of the holyò which is found in the second part of this 
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couplet - our text. This exact phrase is found in our Bibles only 

here and one other place which we will examine a little later. But 

before we examine the second part let us look at the first of this 

verse. First, remember that the word ñLORDò in all capital letters 

is the English word we know as Jehovah. This is the name of 

God which carries the idea of the ñI AMò - the eternally living 

One. In the Masoretic text (the authoritative text for the Hebrew 

Old Testament) this word appears well over six-thousand-five-

hundred times, but the King James translators only translated it 
as JEHOVAH four times. James Strong says our King James 

Bible has it as ñLORDò 6510 times, as ñGodò 4 times, as 

ñJEHOVAHò 4 times, and as a ñvariantò 1 time, thus making the 

total translations of the Hebrew word 6519 times. I have used the 

term ñword,ò but as you may remember, the Hebrew is actually 

the tetragrammaton written as ñYHWHò or ñJHVHò or 

ñYHVH,ò or ñJHWH.ò  (Tetregrammaton means ñfour lettersò). 

The King James translators used the word ñJehovahò for the 

tetragrammaton. ñJehovahò is the vulgar (common) 

pronunciation that was used in England in A.D. 1611. And so it 

has passed down to us today. In order to arrive at an English 

pronunciation vowels must be supplied among the four letters 

and so the word ñJehovahò came into being. Exactly how the 

ancient Hebrews pronounced this word is unknown as far as this 

preacher has been able to learn. We cannot see that this matters 

inasmuch as the spellings of names of persons, and places and 

their pronunciations have often changed down through the 
centuries. 

The thing to remember is that Jehovah is the proper name of 

God. The Hebrew Elohim or Eloheim when used with singular 

adjectives is translated as ñGodò and when used with plural 

adjectives is translated as ñgodsò in our King James Bibles. 

(Jehovah is not a title such as the word ñLordò when printed in 

our Bibles in mixed upper and lower case letters). Jehovah is the 

name by which God revealed Himself as the self-existing one: 

the Redeemer, the source of life: the ñI AM.ò  God revealed 

Himself thus to Moses, saying, ñAnd God said unto Moses, I AM 

THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children 

of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you,ò (Exodus 3:14). So it is in 

our text (Proverbs 9:10) which we quoted at the first of this 

article, we need to understand that the first part of this poetic 

statement can be translated thus: ñThe fear of JEHOVAH is the 
beginning of wisdom.ò  And so we are brought ñface to faceò as 

it were, with Jehovah: not just God, but the fear of  the ñI AM 

THAT I AM.ò  Such a respect, awe, and trembling at His Word 

can only be the work of  God within an individual. Such a ñfear 

of JEHOVAHò prompts ñgodly sorrowò which initiates and 

perpetuates not only a first time experience of repentance, but a 

lifetime of repentance, (see 2 Corinthians 7:10).  

Now the second part of this couplet appears in our Bibles as, 

ñand the knowledge of the holy is understanding.ò However, as 

several commentators note, the word ñholyò is plural in the 

original. It means ñthe holiesò or ñthe Holy Ones.ò John Gill 

notes that the same plural Hebrew word appears in Joshua 24:19; 

Proverbs 30:3; and Hosea 11:9. Thus far in my research I have 

not learned why the King James translators chose to render this 

plural Hebrew word as a singular English one. Perhaps this term 

ñthe holyò is another of those old Catholic church words that 

King James instructed them to keep. Perhaps there was another 

reason, but we cannot think of a good one that would excuse 

such a misstep. So let us understand that the second part of our 

couplet says, ñand the knowledge of the Holy Ones is 

understanding.ò   

The teaching of this verse stated negatively is this: no one has 

wisdom or understanding apart from the ñfearò and ñknowledgeò 
of JEHOVAH, the Triune God. Those who do not ñtremble at his 

wordò (Isaiah 66:5) and who do not ñknow him that is true,ò (1 

John 5:20), do not have true wisdom or understanding. Let us 

hasten to add that it is not wisdom or understanding that enables 

people to know God. God cannot be put under a microscope or 

any modern scientific device and examined in that way. He must 

reveal Himself. In creation, by means of human consciences, and 

in the Word of  God He has revealed Himself. In the first two of 

these ways, creation and conscience, the revelation is a general 

one so that all men are without excuse. The Bible is a special 

revelation and in a different class than the first two. By it 

salvation is made known to God's elect people. Those not 

spiritually enabled to understand the Bible only see religion in 

that Book. That is the limit of their experience. But there is a 

further revelation (if we may use that term) or perhaps a better 

word is enlightenment. John Gill called it ñspiritual and 

evangelical wisdom.ò For when God calls a person to Himself, 
the Spirit of God enables the spiritually dead sinner to live and 

understand. He does not just improve on human wisdom, but is 

Light within the regenerate. God does not call wise men to 

salvation for the most part, and if He did, their natural wisdom 

would not help them to understand the things of God. In 1 

Corinthians 1:26-29 God's Word specifies the kind of people 

God calls to salvation: ñFor ye see your calling, brethren, how 

that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 

many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of 

the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 

things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

And base things of the world, and things which are despised, 

hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 

nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his 

presence.ò The world's nobodies are called to be God's 

somebodies. Better stated, the world's nobodies are called with a 

call that makes them God's somebodies. A few ñwise men after 
the fleshò are called, but ñnot many.ò This enlightenment or 

ñspiritual and evangelical wisdomò is seen when Paul exhorted 

the congregation in Ephesus to live holy lives saying, ñFor ye 

were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk 

as children of light,ò (Ephesians 5:8). In Ephesians 1:17-19 Paul 

wrote to that same ekklesia concerning his prayer for them 

saying: ñThat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 

the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 

and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 

who believe, according to the working of his mighty power.ò So 

it is that those whom God regenerates are ñlight in the Lord.ò 

They may be uneducated men and women, but they are enabled 

to have understanding and wisdom. And those so enlightened are 

told to ñwalk as children of light.ò 
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Another place where this same plural Hebrew word is translated 

as a singular word is Proverbs 30:3 where the writer penned the 

words, ñI neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the 

holy.ò At first glance the penman may seem to be writing words 

of disapproval or criticism of himself and his lack of knowledge. 

Since we have a couplet again here, as in our first text, let us 

examine it piece by piece. The first phrase is: ñI neither learned 

wisdom.ò He does not say that he does not have wisdom, but that 

he did not learn it nor discover it for or by himself.  John Gill in 
commenting upon the phrase ñI neither learned wisdomò says the 

word ñwisdomò means, ñ... spiritual and evangelical wisdom; 

that is, not of himself through the mere strength and force of his 

genius and natural capacity, or of others; he was not the son of a 

prophet, nor brought up in the schools of the prophets; he did not 

learn it, nor was he taught it by men; for this is not acquired by 

human teaching; it is what comes from above, from heaven, and 

by the revelation of God.ò We think Gill is correct. The writer is 

saying that this ñspiritual and evangelical wisdomò is not of a 

man himself as a source. So it is with all of God's true children. 

The religious world may promote its  pride-filled little ditty at 

Christmas time, saying, ñWise men still seek Him,ò but the true 

children of God should know better ï or surely will learn better. 

We seek Him each and every day, and have since the day of our 

regeneration, but it is not our wisdom that causes us to desire 

Him and regard Him far above the price of rubies and diamonds.  

The second part of this couplet says, ñnor have the knowledge 

of the holy.ò  Again we point out the meaning of the plural 

phrase, ñof the holies,ò and think the meaning is actually ñof the 

Holy Ones.ò Again we quote the long departed and highly 

educated John Gill who wrote, ñ...or rather of the holy Persons in 

the Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit; their nature modes of 

subsisting, perfections, purposes, and the like; at least not a full 

and comprehensive one: or of holy things, of the holy Scriptures, 

and the holy doctrines of them; however, not what is perfect and 

complete.ò  It was true of the penman of Proverbs as it is true of 

all of God's regenerated ones: our wisdom is not something that 

we obtained from any source other than God. And we did 

nothing to qualify for it nor to instigate our receiving it. It is all 

of grace. The kind of wisdom spoken of here cannot be imparted 

by parents however hard they try, nor from schools or even 

seminaries. Nor can the ñschool of hard knocksò as we say, 
impart this kind of wisdom. We, like the first of this couplet must 

say, ñI neither learned wisdom.ò That is, I claim a supernatural 

enlightenment: I do not claim any effort on my part enabled me 

to have this knowledge nor did my own natural ability cause me 

to know Him - as  if such things could aid me in knowing God. 

In fact, the writer means what we all who know God must say: 

had God not supernaturally intervened in me and my life, the 

Word of God ï the ñthings of the Spirit of Godò would still be 

ñfoolishnessò to me. Had He not given me the ability to know the 

things that are ñspiritually discernedò I would have no real 

wisdom at all, (1 Corinthians 2:14). Today we may say with 

Paul, that to us what he called, ñChrist crucifiedò would still be 

ñfoolishnessò as it is to all Gentiles left to themselves. Had God 

not supernaturally intervened and done His regenerating work in 

our innermost being, we would be unenlightened and Christ-less, 

(1 Corinthians 1:23).   

As to the second part of this last couplet, ñnor have the 

knowledge of the holy,ò we say this: while we claim to know the 

Holy Ones, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we do not have 

complete knowledge of Him. We think we shall continue to be 

enthralled with learning of Him throughout the infinity of 

eternity. Even when in glorified bodies, how can we finite beings 

ever comprehend the Three-In-One who is infinite and ñhis ways 

past finding out?ò (Romans 11:33). Nevertheless, as our first 

couplet says, ñThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy [Holy Ones] is understanding.ò 

And as our second couplet teaches, such knowledge is ñtoo 

wonderfulò for us. God-given ñwisdomò is jarring to that which 

the world calls wisdom, but harmonizes with the Psalmist who 

wrote: ñO LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou 

understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path 

and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For 

there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou 

knowest it altogether.  Thou hast beset me behind and before, 

and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too 

wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither 

shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 

presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I 

make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the 

wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 

sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; 

even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness 

hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the 

darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast 

possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my motherôs 

womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well,ò (Psalm 139:1-14).  And so we, like Spurgeon, 

ascribe all our change to God! It is God who has given us life and 

immortality and brought those things to light to us through the 

gospel (see 2 Timothy 1:10). The blessing of knowledge, wisdom 

and understanding of God within us are all attributable to God. 

Be of good cheer, Brethren, look up! God has begun a good work 

in us. Part of that good work is causing us to have a bit of His 

wisdom and understanding and knowledge. And He shall 

perform that good work in us until the return of Christ, (see 

Philippians 1:6).  For now is our final salvation ï the redemption 
of our bodies ï ñnearer than when we [first] believed,ò (Romans 

13:11). Rejoice that you know what the most intelligent of 

natural men cannot know. Let them call us fools, bigots, fanatics, 

narrow minded and whatever other epithets they can invent. We 

care not for the epithets of men: we are concerned with what 

epitaphs God might compose about us. We stand in a long line: a 

remnant of people down through the ages to whom God has 

made Himself known. And this in itself makes us different. Let 

us not rejoice in being different, but let us rejoice in Christ and 

be willing to be different in and because of our knowledge and 

understanding. Old John wrote, ñAnd we know that we are of 

God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know 

that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 

understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we 

are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is 
the true God, and eternal life,ò (1 John 5:19-20). Selah. 
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Which One First? 

When I was sitting in church the other day, Pastor read out 

Ephesians 4:31-32. "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 

malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."  

 

And then it hit me. Have you ever read a verse that you may have 

read many times before; but suddenly it just jumps right out of 

the pages at you?! Many people just read the part about being 

kind, tenderhearted and forgiving but many forget to read the 

first part which is as follows: "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 

anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, 

with all malice:". The verses are only separate by a colon 

meaning that they are meant to be together. Not read separately 

as many Christians do.  

As Christians we try to live for the Lord and to love and serve 

Him "with the whole heart" (Matthew 22:37). We work on 

forgiving others and loving each other which is exactly what the 

Lord wants us to do......but what about the first verse? What were 

the first things that Paul mentioned? Was it about being 

tenderhearted and kind? No, it wasn't.  

The first things that Paul mentioned were that we should put 

away all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour and evil speaking. We 

must do that first or it simply will not work! What kind of a 

witness, to the lost, would we be if we were praising the Lord's 

name in one breath; but curse, hold grudges against other and 

losing our tempers in the very next breath! (I do know, however, 

that as sinful creatures we do mess up at times and for that we 

need God's forgiveness but what I am talking about here is 

different. I'm talking about sinning without remorse as some 

Christians are not being taught that those things are a sin) I have 

heard and seen many truly saved individuals do this. While I do 

not doubt their salvation, I merely question how they are being 

taught and what exactly they are gleaning from the Bible. For if 

they read the same words that I do, they would clearly see what I 

see....what is right in front of us in plain English. Paul did not 

only say be kind etc.; but before he wrote that he told us what 

Christ wants us to do first. For how can we be kind, when we 

have anger in our hearts? How can we be tenderhearted when 

bitterness and wrath is within us? And how can we forgive, just 

as Christ has forgiven us for our sins on the cross of Calvary, 

when our evil words clearly contradict that?  

So my prayer to God is that he will help me to "put away" those 

actions; and help me to become the kind of Christian woman that 

He want me to be. That He may "Keep the door of my lips" 

(Psalms 141:3) and guard my temper (Ephesians 4:26-27). The 

Devil would only love to see us falter in our walk with 

Christ...lets not let him get the victory!!! "Wherefore laying aside 

all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 

speakings." (1 Peter 2:1) 

A Heart That Yearns for Souls  
by Bro . M. J. Seymour, Sr.  

It is written: ñ But when he (Jesus) saw the multitudes, he was 

moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were 

scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd.ò (Matt. 9:36)   

It is a rare thing indeed to find anyone who is moved by that holy 

grace of compassion for lost souls.  History speaks of few men 

and women who in days gone by were moved with such a divine 

passion for the salvation of souls.  Multitudes have come and 

gone throughout the fifty generations since the Redeemer of 

souls walked upon the face of the earth, but the numbers of those 

who have felt heavenôs heart beating within their bosom have 

been relatively few and far be-tween.  Lamentably, the numbers 

are dwindling at an alarming rate.  Few are moved at the 

preaching of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

even fewer are moved with heavenôs compassion for the lost.  

Lust for material security has replaced sweet rest in the secu-rity 

of the Fatherôs hand.  Rare indeed it is to find one moved by holy 

grace and divine passion for the lost sheep with little to no 

thought of the personal cost.  It is a heart that yearns for souls by 

His grace. 

The psalmist David wrote: ñI looked on my right hand, and be-

held, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed 

me; no man cared for my soul.ò (Ps. 142:4)  Wrongful 

understanding of the Doctrines of Grace leads to Pharisee-ism.  

Rightful understanding humbles the heart and stirs divine 

passions with a relentless craving to speak of Godôs grace to the 

lost.  It does not self indulge in the selec-tion of the elect; rather 

it is moved by a heaven wrought yearning for all whom the eyes 

behold.  Heavenôs compassion is not reasonable by human 
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standards; it is merciful by heavenôs decree.  It is a sad journey 

indeed that does not experience Godôs saving grace in others. 

It is written: ñHe that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 

seed...ò (Ps. 126:6)  What do you suppose causes one to be 

moved and go forth into the fields?  What moves one to that 

passionate desire to seek the salvation of the lost?  When looking 

upon the masses, what causes the heart to flood with holy tears?  

What causes one to say, ñHere am I, Father, send meò?  It is that 

special holy work of grace upon the heart!  It is the divine gift of 

seeing what Jesus saw and feel-ing the heartbeat of His 

compassion.  It is the gift of heavenôs LOVE. 

 

 

First Log  

Greetings in the name that is above every name, the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. What a blessed name it is! For there is no 

other name given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

I have been asked if I would share some things about mission 

works in view of recent visits to a couple of the Lordôs 

outreachingôs through His servants. I am very humbled to 

comply with this request, and in no way do I think myself 

anything at all, much less an authority in these matters. 

 

Thus saith our risen Lord Jesus unto His disciples, ñGo ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creatureò, in Mark 

16:15. 

This is a command that He gave to His Churches. This is what 

His Churches will be found doing in faith, hope, and love, when 

He returns for her. It is easy for us, me included, to say that we 

believe Godôs Word. 

It is also easy for us to convince our conscience that we are doing 

enough of what He told us to do. 

God help us if we are ever satisfied with our efforts to remain 

obedient to His commands. 

I could stop right there, and perhaps I should. This text deals out 

a very man sized portion of conviction to every reader that is a 

ñhearerò of His Word. 

That is a very small dose of the conviction that our loving and 

gracious Lord has brought me under with just a couple of visits 

to foreign Nations. 

It would be very difficult for me to overestimate the value to my 

soul, of these visits. I trust that it will not be a waste of your time 

for me to also say here, that it would be absolutely impossible to 

overestimate the value of the spreading of the Gospel into these 

places, to the soul that the Lord delivers from death unto life 

through these efforts. 
 

 
(Worship service in a remote village in Mexico) 

 

The amount of self-denial and sacrifice that I witnessed not only 

convicted me, but also edified and encouraged me by seeing 

Godôs Word come to life. It is always a heart stirring event for 

this poor, wretched sinner, that has been saved by grace for about 

21 years now, to see the faith of Godôs people by their works.  

Now I would love to paint a rosy picture of some wonderful and 

leisurely places to take a vacation for your fleshly enjoyment, but 

the truth of the matter 

is, my flesh found 

little pleasure in these 

ventures, as 

compared to the 

vacations that I had 

grown used to. 

Though my flesh was 
somewhat deprived, 

my soul fed lavishly 

upon the rich 

fellowship in Christ 

around the Word of 

God, beautiful 

worship, and working 

in labors of love 

toward our neighbors. 

 

 
                                    

(Bro. Narciso Martinez preaching) 

My prayer is that this little article will be some encouragement to 

you. I want to encourage each and every one of you, my dear 

brothers and sisters, to support the mission works of your church 
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in three ways.  

Support them: financially, prayerfully, and physically. All three 

stemming from your heart. 

 

Financial support is of necessity, the workers cannot progress 

without food and supplies, donôt muzzle the ox and donôt ask the 

laborers to make bricks without straw. All should understand 

this. 

 
Pray for your missionaries and the work that they do. Pray that 

the Lord will be pleased to give the increase! Pray that the 

plowing, sowing, and watering they do will reap a great harvest! 

Pray for the protection of these dear saints and their families 

from all evil and elements! Pray that the Lord will keep them 

encouraged and be the help and the health of their countenance! 

These prayers should be fervent and without ceasing. Prayer 

effects everything yôall. I believe true prayer to be the most 

powerful force in the universe. Effectual fervent prayer can move 

mountains. It will not change God, or the smallest detail in His 

plan, but the scriptures teach us of the impossible things made 

possible by prayer.      

 

 
                          (Working at the future Bible Institute, Mexico) 

 

Physically support your missionaries with your physical 

appearing whenever possible. Make the time to visit your 

missionaries and the disciples that are made through their labors. 

If there is one thing I learned on my visits, itôs that the Lord will 

use you to spread the Gospel of Christ and demonstrate His love 

for His people by the very simple act of you sacrificing your time 

to visit them, even when you cannot communicate directly with 

them in speech. Our God is an awesome God! I heard many 

statements along the lines of how hardly no one comes to visit 

them. This was heartbreaking to me. My beloved reader, I beg 

you to consider how effectual even a brief visit from you can 

bless and encourage these dear struggling saints of God. I told 

myself for many years that there was nothing I could do or was 
qualified to do. I went on these visits very sure that I was 

unqualified and unable to even be the least help, and I was right. 

But God is able to use the very least and basest of all men to 

bless, encourage, provoke unto love and good works. 

I would advise you to sell yourself short by all means, but be 

very careful to never sell God short. Put no confidence in the 

flesh but have all faith in God. 

I realize that this is a very tall order and that it would be very 

difficult if not impossible for every member of every assembly to 

travel abroad or out of the country to visit these mission fields. 

But we should be able to send at least one member as a 
representative. We who are citizens here in the U.S. have the 

liberty to travel to most every Nation in the world. The saints in 

most of these countries are not afforded this liberty or the means, 

and cannot visit us. 

 

 
                          (Bro. Narciso Martinez, his family & Bro. Massey) 

 

 
(Bro. Massey, Sis. Mariza Villasor, Bro. Hansel Villasor, & Bro. Johnny Coburn) 

 

I mentioned that all three ways of support must stem from the 

heart. A heart filled with love for Jesus. A strange thing happens 
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though, as you pour out this love from your heart, it will 

increase. This is a supernatural effect, as I mentioned before, our 

God is an awesome God! As you pour out your love through 

financial support, your love for them will grow. Likewise, 

through prayer. As you lift up your brethren in prayer, your love 

and consideration for them grows stronger. Even more so after 

you have met face to face with a dear brother or sister in Christ 

and shared your heart, through laboring side by side to reach the 

Lordôs lost sheep, enjoying a smile and a laugh together, sitting 
in their home and letting them be a blessing to you by feeding 

you with their best dish of food (one that they seldom indulge in 

because of the expense), your love will grow.  
 

 
                     (Ice cream after church fellowship, Negros Occidental, Philippines) 

 

I believe that there is a great benefit to maintaining all three of 

these avenues of support. The Word teaches us that a three 

stranded cord is not easily broken. If we only support financially, 

this cord is very easily broken by the enemy. How many 

missionaries have been dropped through the years because this 

was the case? How much of their labors were dried up and the 

zeal dwindled because they were not carried by prayer? How 

easy is it to stop both of these, when there is no face to face heart 
connection between you? 

 

ñI beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service.ò  Romans 12:1 

The only actual missionary that Iôve visited is Bro. Bert Craft and 

his lovely family. I have an endearing love for Bro. Bert and his 

family. I cannot fathom why they would love me, but Iôm 

convinced that they do nonetheless. 

 

I was very blessed to be granted this visit of 15 days with them 

this past September. I cannot say that I have ever experienced a 

more godly, Christ centered, Word of God saturated family in my 

lifetime. This dear brother, a very humble man, would shrink 

back from any of my praises, believes the Word of God. He lives 

out his faith. The level of self-sacrifice that I have witnessed in 
his life since we first met in 2006, far exceeds any that I have 

witnessed in any other brother. The Lord has given him a heart, 

mind, and soul full of zeal for Christ and His lost sheep. The 

Lord knows what He is doing and has equipped His servant well 

for the task. His lovely wife, Sis. Heather, is not any less worthy 

and has my utmost respect. If I have ever met a sister that comes 

close to fitting the virtuous woman described in Prov. 31, It is 

this dear sister. Their family works like a well-trained army for 

the Lord. Itôs a very beautiful thing to witness. I truly love and 

appreciate each and every member of this family. 

I did not write this article to praise the Craft family, I feel it is 

unnecessary to praise them because their workôs praise them, but 

I could not let these words go unspoken. The amount of work 

that they do as a family is mind blowing. Our God is an awesome 

God! The Lord has trained this brother in the field of battle and 

the knowledge that has been given him is noteworthy as a great 

treasure, a valuable asset to the furtherance of the Gospel.  
 

 
(Evening fellowship with Bro. Martinez) 

 

The Lordôs church there in Chetumal, Mexico that I visited, the 

Congregacion Bautista Gracia Abundante, is full of lovely saints 

and is Pastored by Bro. Narciso Martinez. They received me with 

open arms and hearts filled with joy at my appearing. (Another 

incredible mystery to me). Even though I had to converse with 

them through an interpreter, we were able to have great 
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fellowship and I very quickly fell in love with them. I never 

thought that I could have such a strong desire to speak and 

understand Spanish! I feel like Iôm a horrible brother for not 

mentioning each and every one of our beloved brothers and 

sisters that are members there, but I fear that Iôm rambling a bit 

and I could go on forever talking of the lovely experiences I was 

blessed with while there, so Iôll stop. But before I do, I must 

mention that it is hot there! I understand that it is always hot 

there. They have different shades of hot, but it is still hot. I donôt 
think you could get the humidity any higher if you were standing 

in hot water that was over your head. Itôs that tough! There is 

pretty much no air conditioning anywhere you go, so you need to 

know that you will be hot and sticky with sweat all the time, day 

and night. 

 

 
 (Bro. Hansel Villasor, Bro. Johnny Coburn, & Bro. Massey) 
 

In April of this year, when I visited the Providence Baptist 

Church in Brgy. Quezon, San Carlos City, Negros Occidental, 

Philippines, where Pastor Hansel Villasor guards over the Lordôs 

precious flock, I found a very similar experience to my visit to 
Mexico. Bro. Johnny Coburn and I travelled there together so 

that we could meet face to face with our already dearly loved 

Bro. Hansel. Again not knowing just how the Lord would use us 

to be a blessing to our brother and the church there, just knowing 

that there was a need for encouragement, and trusting that the 

Lord would provide. We were received with open arms and 

hearts overflowing with joy that we had come. In short, I will 

say, that we fell in love with all of these sweet saints over there, 

we had a marvelous time in the Lord, there we did not have near 

as great a need of an interpreter as most spoke and understood 

English (even my Texan version), God gave us a great witness 

for His grace, we made friends that Iôm convinced we will have 

throughout eternity, we were told that we would never be 

forgotten and that our visit meant so much to them that they 

could not tell it, and had a tearful parting when it was time for us 

to return home. Bro. Johnny and I were pretty much at a loss for 

words to describe how our hearts were affected by this 

experience. Our God is an awesome God! 

Your fellow servant in Christ, By Godôs amazing grace alone, 

Wesley Massey 

 
 

Canadian v.s. U.S. Parliamentary 

Procedures 

How Are the two procedures Different? 

We all know through our school daysô history lessons that 

Canada and the United States share a common British rule. 

Now Canada is a CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY with a 

sovereign being, presently Queen Elizabeth the second of 

England, at its head and a prime minister. Currently, Prime 

Minister Justine Treadeau, heads the Canadian government. 

Canada is supposed to be governed by the people for the people. 

This is called a democratic system. 

The United States is a republic; governed by a constitution, a 

president (President Obama presently), and congress. 

 

 


