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“Who Are You Serving?” 
by Bro. Todd Bryant 

“No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and mammon” - Luke 16:13 
 

Child of God, who are you serving today? The simple approach is to 
answer, “Well, I’m not involved in any pagan religion. So, I must be 

serving God.” However, there is one key word in this question that we 
need to consider – serving. Are you really serving the Lord? Are you 
daily taking time to converse with Him? Are you studying your Bible 
daily to learn more of Him? Even more, are you acting out the things 

that the Bible tells you that you ought to be doing? There is much more 
to serving the Lord than attending church. 

Sadly, we live in a generation when we expect very little as far as 
service to the Lord is concerned. The average American is not serving 

God at all. Humanism is the god of our day. The service of “self” is far 
more widespread than the service of God. It seems many have the idea 
that we can serve ourselves and God at the same time. But, our text 
verse says this “cannot” be done. If you are serving yourself, you are not 
serving the Lord. 
The easiest thing to do is to judge yourself by those around you. Perhaps 
you believe more truth than the next person. Perhaps you attend church 
more regularly than your neighbor. Perhaps you are not doing certain 
things condemned in the Bible as the next guy is. However, if we are not 

careful, we will be like the Pharisee who prayed, “God, I thank You that 
I am not like other men – extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I posses” (Luke 
18:11-12). According to Jesus, this man was not justified (vs. 14). Do 
not judge your service by any other person. You must judge your service 
by the life of the perfect Example – Jesus Christ. 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). As a believer in Jesus, your goal 
should daily be to lay up treasures in Heaven. This is done by faithfully 
serving the Lord. One day, this Earth will be burned up and everything 
in it. Nothing you own here will be possessed eternally. However, 
spiritual rewards are eternal. 
But, where is your heart? Jesus said, “where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” Examine your own self. Do not look to your 
neighbor. Examine whether you are serving yourself or the Lord. This 
will tell you where your heart is. Perhaps this seems like a tough 
standard, but these are the words of our Savior! 
Child of God, be thankful today that you live in freedom where you 
have opportunities to serve the Lord. Whatever you do, do not take  
freedom for granted. We may not always have it. Take advantage of 
every opportunity you have to serve the Lord in this life. Serve God – 

not mammon. 
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Sermon:“Freedom At Once And 
Forever” 

by Bro. C. H. Spurgeon (MAY 13, 1888) 
“To proclaim liberty to the captives.” Isaiah 61:1. 
I DO not know whether you generally read the daily newspaper. I think 
we might get up a “Society for the Suppression of Useless Knowledge.” 
A great deal that appears in the newspapers amounts only to that—and 
much time is wasted reading the paper. But sometimes we get a gem 
among the news and, to my mind, there was a gem contained in a 

Reuter’s telegram, from Rio Janeiro, May 10th—“The Brazilian 
Chamber of Deputies has voted the immediate and unconditional 
abolition of slavery in Brazil.” My heart rejoiced as I read that 
paragraph! I hope it does not mean that this vote can be defeated in 
some other Chamber, or the abolition can be prevented by some other 
power. But if it means that slavery is to be immediately and 
unconditionally abolished in Brazil, I call upon you all to thank God and 
rejoice in His name! Wherever slavery exists, it is an awful curse, and 

the abolition of it is an unspeakable blessing. All free men should praise 
God and especially those whom Christ has made free, for they are, “free 
indeed.”  
 
I am not going to preach about the slavery in Brazil and yet the message 
about its abolition will be a great part of my theme. There is another 
slavery, a slavery into which we were born, a slavery in which we have 
lived and, alas, a slavery under which some of us still smart. And Jesus 

Christ has come, as the Great Liberator, “to proclaim liberty to the 
captives.” There is no question about that emancipation! It is not a 
Chamber of Deputies which has voted it and it is not a thing which may 
be thrown out by another parliamentary body. Jesus Christ, the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, has, Himself, come with Divine authority—
authority never to be questioned or disputed—to proclaim liberty from 
the slavery of sin! 
 

When there was a royal proclamation to be made in the olden times, 
they used to employ men to go with trumpets through the streets of the 
city and to the villages and towns in the country, to summon the people 
to the market cross, to hear the king’s message. That is what I am here 
for tonight—to sound the Gospel trumpet as best I can, and to make this 
proclamation—“O yes, O yes, in the name of the great King of Kings, 
there is liberty for the bond slaves of Satan, deliverance for those who 
are under captivity to sin.” I am going to proclaim that good news with 
all my might and with joyful earnestness to tell the slaves of sin and 

Satan that there is liberty for them through the Great Emancipator, our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 
I. I shall begin by describing THE NATURE OF THIS LIBERTY. Let 
me turn to my newspaper paragraph again— “The Brazilian Chamber of 
Deputies has voted the immediate and unconditional abolition of slavery 
in Brazil.” 
 

So the proclamation which I have to make, tonight, concerns immediate 
liberation. You have been the slave of sin long enough! You need not be 
sin’s slave any longer. Christ has not come to work out for you a 
deliverance which will take hours, days, weeks, or months to 
complete—He has come to knock your fetters off with a single stroke 
and to set you free at once! If His gracious power is manifested in this 
assembly, the former slave of sin will go out of the Tabernacle door 
free—not half-free, with one or two of his fetters broken—there shall be 

for him immediate liberty! It does not take any time to work in the 
human heart the great change which is called regeneration. There may 
be a great many things going before it and coming after it which take up 
much time, but to pass from death to life is the work of an instant! It 
must be so. If a man is dead and he is made alive, there can be no 

interval between the state of death and the state of life. There must be a 
second in which the transition takes place. When a blind man’s eyes are 
opened, it may be that he does not see for some time very clearly, but 
there is an instant in which the first beam of light enters the eyes and 
falls upon the retina, and in which the eyes become conscious of the 

power of light. So, in a moment, while I am speaking, the Lord can save 
you! In an instant, you slaves of sin and Satan, He can make you free! It 
is the immediate abolition of slavery that I have to proclaim to you! 
I believe that, in Brazil, they have been trying a system of 
apprenticeship. It was the Emperor’s intention—and God bless that 
Emperor—he thought that all slaves should be free, but he thought that a 
little time ought to be taken to prepare them for liberty, to educate them 
up to the state in which they could act as free men. So they were 

apprenticed and liberation came gradually to certain of them after a 
period of servitude. But this act of the Deputies, if it is really carried, is 
for immediate abolition and no apprenticeship. Now, I do not want any 
of you to be apprenticed, as it were, and to wait awhile before you get 
free! I know that, with regard to the slavery of drunkenness, men think 
that they will drink a little less, and a little less, and gradually give it up. 
Do not drink any at all! Have done with it right now—you ought not to 
need to have any apprenticeship to the evil thing! So is it with the lusts 

of the flesh—men suppose that they can gradually subjugate their 
passions and lift themselves out of that slavery. No, dear Sirs, it must be 
done at a stroke! And it will be if it is really done! You shall be 
immediately and on the spot set free! 
 
That poor creature who had left his father’s house and went into a far 
country and reduced himself to such poverty that he was feeding 
swine—degrading work for a Jew to perform—how did he get back to 

his father? He said, “I will arise and go to my father. And he arose and 
went to his father.” If he had stopped. If he had reasoned with his 
master. If he had said, “You must set me to feed sheep and not pigs.” If 
he had asked for an increase of wages, he would have remained in the 
far country. He never gave his old master ten minutes’ notice, but he ran 
to his father straight away. That is the only way to be saved—to run for 
it—just as Lot fled out of Sodom! There must be no hesitation, no 
staying, but an immediate, determined resolve to quit the dominions of 
sin and to fly to the shelter of God’s Grace! O great King of Kings, may 

it be immediate liberation to many here, tonight, without any sort of 
apprenticeship! May they come to Christ and at once find liberty! 
There is a notion abroad that you cannot be sure that you are saved till 
you come to die. Is that the Gospel? Am I to proclaim liberty only to 
men who are about to die? I will preach no such Gospel! I come to 
proclaim, in my Master’s name, immediate abolition, instantaneous 
pardon, a present change of heart, the breaking of the chain and setting 
the captive free at once! Do not believe that you are to go through all 

your life only hoping and fearing, doubting and hesitating. 
 
That is like the old Popish doctrine! But good, true, Protestant, Bible 
doctrine is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” 
“He that believes on the Son has everlasting life.” The moment you 
believe, you have it! You have passed from death unto life, and shall 
never come into condemnation! I am glad that I have to proclaim the 
immediate abolition of slavery to all who trust Christ. However badly I 

may tell it, it is such good news that any here who feel their slavery—
and long to be set free—will leap to hear the glad tidings. 
But, in the next place, if I look at my paper, again, I find that it says, 
“The Brazilian Chamber of Deputies has voted the immediate and 
unconditional abolition of slavery in Brazil.” I like that word, 
“unconditional.” It demands no payment! 
 
It does not say, “You must bring so much and then you shall be set 

free.” No, if the slave has not a penny. If he is utterly bankrupt, he is set 
free by the decree of the Chamber. And likewise, there is no payment for 
Gospel liberty! You are bid to come and take the Free Grace of God, 
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“without money and without price.” You could not bring sufficient 
anything to pay for salvation, even if God were willing to sell it! It cost 
the Savior His life—you cannot have anything to match with that 
wondrous redemption money! That which only Christ could buy, and 
buy with His blood, you certainly cannot purchase with any merits of 

your own, even if God allowed you to do so! Come then, and take this 
liberty—it is unconditional, that is, without payment! Unconditional also 
means that it is given without any promises on the slave’s part. It might 
have been made a condition that he should be set free provided that he 
did so much at certain times, or if he promised this, and promised that. 
But no, this liberation in Brazil is unconditional. The man is free in the 
largest sense of the word—there is no mortgage upon him to be paid off, 
by and by—he is wholly, absolutely and unconditionally free. What a 

Gospel this is that we preach! It sets poor sinners free without an, “if,” 
or a, “but,” asking nothing of them, giving everything to them! Even the 
requirements of Grace are the gifts of Grace. If you are bid to repent, 
your repentance is given to you by Him who is exalted on high to give it! 
Faith is asked of you, but even faith is a gift of God and the work of the 
Spirit of God! Salvation is unconditionally given to those whom God 
has chosen, who have proven their choice by hearing the Word with 
faith and accepting it unconditionally. 

 
It took me a long time to get hold of this Truth of God. I kept thinking 
that I must do something, or that I would have to suffer something. I 
thought that I would be driven to despair, or be made to agonize and so 
forth. God knows that I had enough of that experience, but I always kept 
thinking that my hope lay there. Oh, what a mercy it is to catch the 
meaning of this word, “unconditional!” Whatever you may be or may 
not be, Jesus Christ comes to set poor sinners free! And when they 

believe on Him, they are set free without any condition. You see a horse 
in a meadow, sometimes, with a halter on. It is easy work to catch him. 
Ah, but God does not turn us out into a meadow with a halter on! He 
takes the halter off when He sets us at liberty and the devil, himself, 
cannot catch us again! The Lord takes the fetters off the one whom He 
makes to be His child. He does not leave him with a long chain on one 
of his legs, and say, “You are free, all but that.” Oh no, it is 
unconditional emancipation! Who is there who will refuse to accept 
deliverance from slavery which is immediate and unconditional? 

But I notice, next, in my newspaper, here, that, “the Chamber of 
Deputies voted the immediate and unconditional abolition of slavery”—
that is to say, that there is not to be any more slavery in Brazil. Slavery 
actually ceases to exist there! You cannot find a slave. Not only are 
slaves free, but slavery, itself, is abolished! Oh, is not this a wonderful 
fact? 
 
Sin is one great slavery, but Christ comes and pardons it and He so 

pardons it that sin, itself, ceases to be! “In those days, and in that time, 
says the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall 
be none.” Part of the work of the Messiah, as revealed to Daniel, was, 
“To make an end of sins.” Well, if He makes an end of sins, there’s an 
end of them, is there not? Jesus comes to drown our sins in the depths of 
the sea, to blot them out as a cloud is blotted out, so that they actually 
and absolutely cease to exist! He has come to remove from us the 
penalty and the guilt of sin so entirely that there is an abolition of the 

slavery of sin which is immediate and unconditional. 
Then the Lord Jesus Christ also comes to abolish the power of sin. He 
takes away from us our slavery to our passions, our lusts, our infirmities, 
our constitutional temperaments. “Oh,” says one, “I am glad to hear 
that! Do you mean to say that the Lord Jesus Christ can set me free from 
the power of sin?” Yes, I do mean to say that, and He can do it 
immediately! 
 

He can do it now, while you are sitting in that seat. If you have come in 
here fond of strong drink, the Grace of God can make you go out hating 
the very sight of it! If you have come in here proud, the Grace of God 

can make you go away broken-hearted and humble! If you have come in 
here lascivious, the Grace of God can take out of your soul the impurity 
and make you love that which is sweet, and pure, and holy! 
“Well,” says one, “I do not believe in such amazing changes.” I did not 
say that you did, but if you had ever felt them, you would believe in 

them! Some of us have experienced these changes and there are many, 
now, in Heaven, who were once among the foulest of the foul! But the 
Lord Jesus came and set them free from the power of their corrupt 
natures— and they became holy people, a people who were examples to 
others—and that same Lord Jesus Christ can give you immediate, 
unconditional deliverance from the power of sin! 
 
I will tell you another thing. There is one power that sin has over us, and 

that is a feeling full of dread. Conscience co-operates with it and, 
sometimes, very properly so. But these slaves in Brazil, when they are 
set free, will not have to come up once a month to have their backs made 
bare and to receive 20 lashes apiece. Oh, dear, no! It is unconditional 
abolition of slavery they are to have. And when the Lord sets His people 
free from the guilt and power of sin, He delivers them from the lash of 
sin, takes away the spirit of bondage and gives them the spirit of liberty! 
They were afraid of God, before, but now they come to Him, crying, 

“Abba, Father,” entering into His presence with joy and delight! It is 
wonderful how soon this unholy dread, this slavish fear, is cast out of 
the heart. Immediate and unconditional abolition of slavery means the 
removal, not only of sin, but also of the guilt, the penalty, the dread and 
the bondage which come of sin! We have to proclaim that emancipation 
tonight! 
 
These slaves in Brazil, if they are, indeed, set free, will not be slaves 

again. The decree of the Deputies is not that they 
are to be set free for six years, but forever! I hope that Brazil will be like 
our own country in this respect. You know how Cowper sang— 
“Slaves cannot breathe in England. If their lungs 
Receive our air, that moment they are free! 
They touch our country and their shackles fall!” 
 
Well, so it is in the Kingdom of Grace—there will be no going back to 
slavery if Christ once sets you free. “If the Son shall make you free, you 

shall be free, indeed”—and free forever! 
 
The slaves in Brazil, if they are set free, will be emancipated lawfully—
they will not have stolen their liberty. No, if anybody were to speak to 
one of these emancipated slaves, and say, “You have no right to be 
free,” he would answer, “I have! I am authorized to be free by the 
highest authority—the rulers of the land have made me a free man.” Oh, 
Beloved, if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are set free from the 

law of sin and death by the highest possible authority! The Law of God, 
Himself, has set us free! Justice demands our freedom, and mercy 
secures it. So, you see that it is immediate and unconditional abolition of 
slavery that we have to proclaim by the preaching of the Gospel! And 
listen once more. This proclamation is universal throughout all Brazil. 
Some slaves are very black, but nowadays some slaves are nearly white. 
I have heard of a good many who were in slavery and who had not a 
discernible tint of black about them—and yet they were slaves. Well, 

there is liberty for the whitest and for the blackest, too! I do not know 
whether you are whites or blacks—it may be that you are very black, 
that you have gone very far into sin—but there is liberty even for you! It 
may be that you are not so very black—you are a brown sort of sinner, 
neither very good nor very bad. Or it may be that you are nearly white. 
Well, well, the same Christ gives liberty to all who put their trust in 
Him! 
 

Some of these slaves in Brazil are probably very young. Perhaps some 
of them were only born a day or two ago, but they are now free. O you 
young children, boys and girls, young men, young women—you cannot 
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be free too soon! You cannot obtain the liberty with which Christ makes 
His people free too early in your lives! A young slave is a dreadful sight. 
It is sad to think that while he is yet so young, he should have lost his 
liberty. God set you young slaves free! But if there is a man in Brazil 
who is a hundred years old and he is a slave, this proclamation makes 

him free. Even so, if you have lived a long while in sin, Jesus is able to 
set you free from it! He can take away your old habits! The Ethiopian 
cannot change his skin, nor the leopard his spots, but Christ can wash 
Ethiopian sinners white and He can change leopard sinners so as to 
make them gentle as fawns! Do not doubt Christ’s power because of 
your age! You are neither too young nor too old to have the liberty that 
He gives to all who trust Him! 
 

Slaves in Brazil were generally born slaves and you, also, were born 
slaves. But the Lord Jesus Christ can deliver you from the mischief 
worked by Adam and set the home-born slaves at liberty from original 
sin! Some become slaves willingly. I do not suppose that many do so, 
literally, but we have, all of us, willingly bowed our necks to the yoke of 
sin. 
 
This is the worst part of the slavery, that it is the slavery of our wills. 

We have willed to sin and we have taken pleasure in it, but, Beloved, 
even if it is so, Christ is able to set us free! Perhaps some men swore to 
their masters that they would never leave them, that they always would 
be with them as their slaves. But this decree of the Deputies has set them 
free. 
 
There may be somebody here—I hope there is not—but there may be a 
man, here, who has sold himself to the devil. 

There may be some woman, here, who has given herself up, body and 
soul, to work iniquity. But even if it is so, the Lord can say, “Your 
Covenant with death shall be disannulled and your agreement with Hell 
shall not stand.” You never were your own, so you could not give 
yourself to Satan! You are released from all your rash promises and your 
wicked oaths! 
You cannot be bound by any covenant that you have made with the devil 
and with sin! Come and be free, for thus says the Lord, there is 
immediate, unconditional emancipation for all such as desire to be 

delivered from sin and to have the liberty wherewith Christ makes His 
people free! 
 
II. Now, secondly, and very briefly, I am going to speak upon THE 
METHOD OF LIBERATION.  
I have described the nature of the liberty, now let me tell you the method 
of liberation. 
It is not thus in Brazil, but what I am going to speak about has to do with 

the Kingdom of God’s Grace. Listen and learn! This is the method of 
liberation. First, Heaven provided a Ransom. When our slaves in 
Jamaica were set free, it was a glorious act, and you remember that the 
English nation paid many millions of pounds to the owners of the slaves. 
There has been a Ransom paid for the sons of men—Jesus Christ bore 
on the tree the Ransom for me, and for you, also, if you believe in Him. 
This is the basis of our liberty, that Christ has bought us with a price and 
set us free! The next thing is that Sovereign Grace proclaims the blood-

bought sinner free. God, from His Throne, declares that 
those for whom Christ has died shall live, that those whom He has 
bought shall be His in that day when He makes up His jewels. God, the 
all-glorious Jehovah, proclaims the blood-bought sinner free, and free he 
is! 
 
But, next, Almighty Grace secures the believing one’s emancipation. 
Grace comes to the soul and finds it a captive. 

But Grace resolves that it shall be free. At first the sinner does not care 
for freedom—he hugs his chains like the Israelites did in Egypt, when 
they cried, “Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians.” God will 

not have it so! He turns the heart of the Egyptians against Israel and they 
oppress the Israelites—and make them hate their bondage. Oh, it is a 
blessed thing when God begins to make you feel uneasy in your slavery! 
Some of you have got on very well under the dominion of the devil up 
till now, but you are beginning to fret a little—you do not enjoy sin as 

you used to do. You have been gathering in part of the wages of sin, 
which is death. Some receive these wages in their bodies, others receive 
them in their minds when they begin to feel despondency and despair 
creeping over them. The prospect of death is unpleasant to you. Sin 
begins to be a burden hard to bear. I am glad of it! The greatest, hardest 
work of Grace is to make the slave of sin willing to be set free. Grace is 
doing that and, having gone so far that it has made you hate your chains 
and long for liberty, it will bring you out of captivity! 

 
You may be a long time before you see the outer gate of the prison and 
escape from the house of bondage, but you shall see it. If you see it, 
tonight, I pray the living God to help you run through that open gate and 
to be free tonight— tonight—for I cannot help desiring that my subject, 
the immediate abolition of slavery, may come home with saving power 
to some heart! Oh, you young men, and lads of fifteen, I remember 
when I came into a House of Prayer—a very small one it was—and sat 

under the gallery with all my fetters on. But then I wanted to be free! I 
longed to be set at liberty and when I heard that blessed message, “Look 
unto Me, and be you saved, all the ends of the earth,” I looked—and I 
tell you it was my surprise, and it is still my surprise—that my fetters 
were all gone in a moment! They seemed to be of iron, and of iron they 
were, but they melted as the morning frost melts in the sun when the 
beams of the Grace of God, in the glorified and exalted Savior, came 
streaming in upon my soul! I was free in a moment! It was immediate, 

unconditional abolition of slavery! Grace had done it! Grace had done it! 
O Lord, let Your Grace do the same for others now! 
 
Often, when I come in at the door and my eyes fall on this vast 
congregation, I feel a tremor go through me to think that I should have 
to speak to you all and be, in some measure, accountable for your future 
state. Unless I preach the Gospel faithfully and with all my heart, your 
blood will be required at my hands. Do not wonder, therefore, that when 
I am weak and sick, I feel my head swim when I stand up to speak to 

you, and my heart is often faint within me. But I do have this joy at the 
back of it all—God does set many sinners free in this place! Some 
people reported that I was mourning that there were no conversions. 
Brothers and Sisters, if you were all to be converted tonight, I should 
mourn for the myriads outside! That is true, but I praise the Lord for the 
many who are converted here. When I came last Tuesday to see 
converts, I had 21 whom I was able to propose to the Church—and it 
will be the same next Tuesday, I do not doubt. God is saving souls! I am 

not preaching in vain. I am not despondent about that matter—liberty is 
given to the captives and there will be liberty for some of them tonight! I 
wonder who it will be? Some of you young women over yonder, I trust. 
Some who have dropped in here, tonight, for the first time. Oh, may this 
first opportunity of your hearing the Word in this place be the time of 
beginning a new life which shall never end—a life of holiness, a life of 
peace with God! 
 

This, then, is how sinners are liberated. Christ pays the ransom price, the 
Father declares them free, the Grace of God secures their liberty and, 
further, if they are once made free, then a righteous Law protects them. 
The masters in Brazil cannot get back their slaves. There is an old villain 
who used to flog his slave. He said that he had the right to beat his own 
as much as he liked. But when once the Negro is free, he dare not touch 
him. He would like to get him back, again, but what would the black 
man do if his master tried to make him a slave again? Why, he would 

appeal to the law! And so will we! If Christ has made us free, we will 
appeal to the Law of God! We will go to the High Court of Justice and 
say to the Judge of All, “Lord, You have made me free. Will You not 



 5 

preserve to me my liberty?” It is God that justifies! Who is he that 
condemns? Who can make him a slave whom God declares to be free? 
Oh, that you might all know this liberty and enjoy it! God grant it to 
you, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake! 
 

III. I finish with the third point, which is this—THE PERSONS WHO 
OBTAIN THIS LIBERTY. I will say only a very little upon this head, 
but I am hoping that many here will be able to say, “I belong to that lot, 
the persons who obtain this liberty.” 
First, they were once slaves. These Brazilian Deputies cannot set a man 
free if he is not a slave. The Grace of God cannot heal a man who is not 
sick. God Almighty cannot make a man alive who is not dead. It is 
essential to us that we be in slavery, or else we cannot be liberated! 

Come now, what do you say about this? Does anyone answer, “I was 
born free, and was never in bondage to any man. I am as good as my 
neighbors, yes, and better than most of them”? I have nothing to say to 
you. “They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that 
are sick.” There is no Christ for you who have no sin! There is no 
salvation for you who never dreaded condemnation! How could there 
be? Does Christ come to give clothes to those who are already well 
clad? Does He come to feed those who are already feasted, or to enrich 

those who are increased in goods and have need of nothing? Not He! He 
comes to preach repentance to the sinner and pardon to the guilty. You 
must be a slave, or there is no freedom for you! 
 
And, as far as my piece of paper is concerned, the slaves who are set 
free must be slaves in Brazil, that is, for the time being, slaves under the 
reign of Grace. If they are not in Brazil, the Brazilian Deputies cannot 
set them free. And you must come into the Kingdom of Christ if you 

would be emancipated! O you slaves, you must come under the 
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ! You must be willing, from this time 
on, to call Him King, to obey Him and to abide by His laws. You must 
come to Him just as you are, quit your life of sin and love Him! And 
love His holiness and seek to serve Him! If you come under the 
dominion of the Lord Jesus Christ, then there is absolutely proclaimed to 
you, tonight, immediate, unconditional abolition of slavery! God grant 
that you may obtain this priceless Gift! 
 

And, once more, this emancipation is for all who will accept it 
unconditionally. Now, one would think that when the freedom is to be 
given unconditionally, everybody would say, “That suits me. If there are 
no conditions, I am sure that I do not want any, for if there were 
conditions, I might not be able to comply with them.” But I find that 
every man will have conditions. One says, “Yes, yes, I would like to be 
saved, but then I do not want to give up my sins.” Do you not? 
Then you must remain a slave! “Well,” says another, “I would like to 

give up most of my sins, but there is one which I could not give up. The 
fact is, I have to make my living through it—I cannot give that up.” You 
must either remain a slave, or you must come to be unconditionally set 
free! 
 
“But I do not wish to be set free by Grace,” says a third, “I would like to 
do something towards my salvation.” I 
know you would. You would like to have some of the honor of it, but it 

will never be written up, “Christ and Company, Saviors, Limited.” It 
would be very “limited,” I am sure, if it were so! You must have all 
Christ, or no Christ! Christ must save you from the A to the Z of the 
alphabet, or else you will never be sacred at all! Will you surrender 
unconditionally, since God gives His Grace unconditionally? Away with 
all terms and conditions! Come as you are. Come now. Come 
immediately! Come unconditionally and you shall be saved! The Lord 
grant you Grace to yield to His mercy and to yield at once! 

 
“What shall I do?” asks one. “I think I will go home and pray.” Well, 
you may do so, if you like, but the Gospel message is, “Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.” Still, do pray, for God does 
hear prayer. That is a wonderful story that came to us lately. You may 
have seen it, perhaps, in the paper. There was picked up, on the shore of 
Western Australia, (I forget the town for the moment), an albatross. It 
was dead on the beach and on the bird’s neck was a card tied with a 

string. The man who picked up the card took it to someone in authority, 
for on it was written, “Thirteen of us sailors cast away on the Crozets.” 
These are a number of rocky islands in the far south of the Indian Ocean. 
The ship in which these men had sailed had been wrecked and they were 
left with a certain quantity of biscuits on the Crozet Islands. I do not 
know how they caught the albatross, but it shows the genius of man and 
the love of life, for they managed to catch this great strong-winged bird 
and fastened the card about his neck. And he must have taken a flight of 

nearly 2,000 miles, and have fallen down on the shore with the 
shipwrecked mariners’ message! 
 
The French Government dispatched a man-of-war to the Crozets—and 
so did the English Government. These poor fellows had not only sent 
tidings by the albatross, but they had also gathered a great pile of stones, 
and put a flag on the top, to attract the attention of any who might pass 
that way. Nothing has been seen of them, for they did not wait long 

enough—they put out to sea in the two boats in which they reached the 
islands and they have never been heard of since, so far as I know—but 
see what efforts they made! They piled the stones to attract the attention 
of passing sailors and they hung the card about the neck of the albatross. 
Why, there did not seem one chance in a thousand that the bird would 
ever go to a shore where that message would be read, yet the men did 
what they could! 
 

Now, I exhort you, if you are dying and perishing, do anything that you 
can that may bring you relief! Send a petition up to Heaven. Though it 
may seem as if you hung your prayer upon a poor bird’s neck, send it 
flying! Pile up the stones with the flag on the top—your groans, cries 
and tears—that you may attract attention to your desperate state! 
Yet you are not, after all, driven to such bare chances as these! You may 
pray as much as you like, but the Gospel message is, “Believe, and live.” 
Bear the royal proclamation and ask for nothing more! There is 
redemption—the ransom price is paid—the slave is free! Believe it. 

Accept it. Act upon it—go forth and prove it to be true! Oh, that some 
soul would do that tonight! Believe that God has provided for your 
emancipation and accept the liberty Christ has purchased! Why should 
you quarrel with it? 
 
I know that sinners try to find reasons why they should not be saved. If 
there is a person in prison, tonight, condemned 
to be hanged, and if I were to go to him, and say, “I have every reason to 

know that your life will be spared,” I do not believe that he would sit 
down and try to prove to me that it could not be! I do not think that he 
would attempt to argue that he should be hanged! At any rate, I would 
not talk that way, myself, if it were my case. As far as ever my logic 
would carry me, I would try to argue my neck out of the hangman’s 
noose, not into it! O poor Soul, do not argue yourself into Hell! Do not 
argue against Divine Mercy! As we sang just now— 
“Take salvation Take it now, and happy be.” 

 
Say to yourself and say to your God, “I believe it! I accept it! I will go 
my way made free by Sovereign Grace and I will act as a free man 
should, to the praise of my great Master and to the glory of His Grace.” 
The Lord bless you, dear Friends, for Jesus Christ’s sake! Amen. 
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                                  NEWS 

 
Slavery Today: The 4th of July is only days away, many of us will be 
celebrating our “freedom” here in America. No doubt many will be 
doubtful and or shocked to be told that slavery is very much a relevant 
issue today in America, not a relic of the past, not just a problem in less 
free nations, but right here at home.  There are several facets to this 
problem, and sometime soon we’d like to publish an in-depth article 

addressing all the nuances, however today we’re only prepared to take a 
look at how one person has decided to get involved and do something 
positive.  If you watch Baptists For Liberty’s Facebook page you might 
have noticed “HopeCycle Refashions” as one of the Facebook pages 
we’ve “liked.” It’s Facebook page reads: “HopeCycle Refashions is a 
non-profit store on Etsy.com; our purpose is to raise money to donate to 
organizations that are active in the fight against Human Trafficking in 
America.” The page was created by Holly Carton on 02/08/2013. Earlier 

this year while she was still working on launching her charity Holly 
agreed to talk with us about it: 
 
“There were other things leading up to it, but the main thing that got it 
started was an article I read that said the Super Bowl was the biggest 
attraction for Sex Trafficking in the US. That shocked and disturbed me, 
and the more I thought about it, the more it disturbed me. I'm generally a 
very passive, laid-back person who doesn't get riled up about things, but 
this was something that really bothered me and I felt passionate about . . 

. so I decided I wanted to actually DO something. 
I'm too busy to volunteer time, and too poor to regularly donate, so I 
knew I'd have to get creative. 
I'd been given a sewing machine for Christmas, and I'd already been 
interested in learning how to recycle/refashion clothes, so the idea to 
refashion prom/bridesmaid dresses that no one would wear anymore and 
selling the dresses in order to donate the profits. 
I've been very pleasantly surprised at the initial response to HopeCycle 

Refashions! People have volunteered lots of information, as well as 
donating dresses.  
I really really want to have an effect for Christ, and not just "oh no, we 
must stop this awful travesty". I want to see souls changed as well as 
lives saved. I'm very interested in finding a church-run safe-house, but 
those things are both few and far between and not-advertised (for 
obvious reasons). All prayers would be appreciated! 
I'm wanting to donate half the money to The Polaris Project, which has 

the National Human Trafficking hotline, and I'm also wanting to find a 
local (chesapeake/VA beach area) organization or safe house to donate 
to.” 
 
On May 27th Holly posted that the store had made their first sale. You 
can read more about HopeCycle Refashions and how to donate by going 
to their website http://girly1988.wix.com/hopecyclerefashions 
The online store on etsy is 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/HopeCycleRefashions & their Facebook page 
if you’d like to watch as this effort grows is 
https://www.facebook.com/HopecycleRefashions 
 
You can read more about The Polaris Project at their website: 
http://www.polarisproject.org/ other sources of information about 
American slavery & human trafficking can be found at  
1. A Kansas city article: http://www.kansascity.com/trafficking/  
2. “Free The Slaves” Q&A page 

https://www.freetheslaves.net/SSLPage.aspx?pid=304 
3. Video of the Josh Tolley Show discussing one form of slavery in 
America https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15HAX6j0Ous 
(Note: These are just three sources of information and should not be 

misunderstood as endorsements for everything published or promoted 
on these websites.) 
 
Police Militarization: Back in March we where able to conduct a few 
interviews in regard to the rise in reports of police abuse and what looks 

more and more like a police state. Quite a bit has happened in the mean 
time, for example the Boston Marathon bombing in April, we published 
a written statement by former congressman Ron Paul on the temporarily 
enactment of Martial Law in the Boston area as authorities sought out 
the second suspect in our April Issue.  
 
Lest any one misunderstands this newsletter of being slanted against law 
enforcement agenesis, that is not our intent, there are good officers such 

as Bro. Adrian McKinney who we interviewed for our Labor In Love 
column published in April, also there have been many Sheriffs and law 
officers who’ve been in the media (or at least the social media) since 
December standing up for citizens right to bear arms to defend 
themselves as a most basic right for any people. Just as with the issue of 
slavery in America today is a complicated subject so is the ever 
alarming stories on our modern police force. Next month we’ll look at 
one man who was arrested for filming police officers and organizations 

working to hold law enforcement accountable using peaceful means, 
however for now we’re going to focus on our interview with Josh Tolley 
of the Josh Tolley show, a nationally syndicated radio talk show which 
you can also listen to online, by going to 
http://gcnlive.com/programs/joshtolley/ 
 
Mr. Tolley is a professing Christian who has been covering stories of 
police abuse around the country and has had law offices on his program, 

including Sheriff Richard Mack (many conservatives are familiar with 
Sheriff Mack for his national organization working on educating the 
nations sheriffs on their constitutional duties, his website is 
http://cspoa.org/ and also http://sherriffmack.com ) 
 
When and how did you notice the abuses of law enforcement? 
 
“I started noticing the abuses of law enforcement about 10-12 years ago. 
Not that they didn't exist prior to that point, but it was about 2001 when 

they started to increase as such an alarming rate that they could no 
longer remain "hidden" or the occasional "odd bad apple." 
Since then, the escalation continues to increase and the brazen attitude 
of law enforcement is supported by a command structure and judicial 
system which is complicit in their behavior.” 
 
What in your opinion is the driving force for this? 
 

“I think the drive for this is multi-faceted. Part of what drives this is the 
cultural. We have developed an "us vs. them" mentality which law 
enforcement training encourages. DHS plays a roll too, coming into 
creation around ten years ago, they bribe law enforcement with grants 
and shinny new toys like tanks with one requirement, the loyalty shifts 
away from the people and to the Feds. 
Additionally, and related to the cultural issue, the population believes 
we need more law enforcement. To fight wars against drugs, wars 

against terrorism, etc. This created an environment in which some 
people are now asking for more of a police presence. What it comes 
down to is fear, control, and who can manipulate the equation.” 
 
As a Christian what do you believe is the limits to law enforcement 
authority if any? 
 
“Great question. The answer is complicated, I don't think law 

enforcement now sees and bounds beyond what they can self-appoint 
and/or get the judicial system to sign off on and even that is going by the 
wayside as of late as a number of departments operate until the court 

https://www.facebook.com/HopecycleRefashions
http://www.polarisproject.org/
http://www.kansascity.com/trafficking/
https://www.freetheslaves.net/SSLPage.aspx?pid=304
http://cspoa.org/
http://sherriffmack.com/
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tells them now as opposed to checking the law first. 
How this SHOULD work it that law enforcement operates in a system of 
priority. Ideally, God's instruction should be paramount, then the 
Constitution guided by the oath taken, and finally their operating 
procedure should include the guidelines provided by their governing 

body, such as City, County, State. Unfortunately, today's law 
enforcement has it completely backwards, which leads to tyranny. 
The people's response to law enforcement has to be addressed in this 
question as well because without the people there would be nobody to 
receive the enforcement of the law. Too often Christians look to Romans 
13 as evidence that we must be docile and timid as the boot is placed on 
our necks. 
What Christians fail to realize is that the very ministry of the Messiah 

was in violation of the governing body at the time (Roman and Judaic) 
which is why adhering first to God's law and instruction is paramount. 
As we read in Daniel; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were God 
fearing yet they did NOT submit to earthly authority if it violated God's 
law in the process. We too need to remind ourselves we are called to do 
the same.” 
 
Have you ever personally encountered a criminal law officer? From 

your coverage of law enforcement (and personal experience) what do 
you recommend others should do when confronted by aggressive 
officers, for example being pulled over or if Feds come to your family 
farm? 
 
“I have. I was pulled over by an officer late one night who kept accusing 
me of drinking (which I hadn't been), confiscated my license, got into a 
verbal battle with me and even started walking into traffic and stopped 

other cars. He then began doing the same thing to other unsuspecting 
people. It was a very odd sight reminiscent of tails you hear about 
people on bath salts, just an officer going crazy. 
As far as what people should do, I would urge people to have their 
vertical alignment in place and then operate accordingly. For example; if 
there were kids involved, it may be easier not to resist and document as 
much as possible as resisting could escalate the situation to the point 
which increases the danger to the kids. On the other hand, if the officer 
is attacking the children (which is happening at an increasing rate) then 

know what you would be willing to do to protect the kids and don't 
second guess yourself. You must be strategic of course. 
If these seems a bit unnerving to readers, it should be, but the reality is 
that this is where we find ourselves in this nations. There are cities 
where thousands of police abuse complaints go non-investigated and I 
have spoken with at least three officers in recent weeks that have told 
their children to NOT automatically submit to law enforcement and in 
some cases they are telling them to actually run and hide. Gone are the 

days of innocent until proven guilty.” 
 
How does a third party know that an officer is harassing or assaulting 
someone, what can a third party do to defuse situations or help victims 
of police abuse? 
 
“I'm not a lawyer but in most cases it is pretty self-evident. Sometimes 
help can mean taking out your phone and catching the video. Sometimes 

if it is really abusive, such as physically abusive, you may actually need 
to put yourself at risk and physically get involved, John 15:13. Of 
course, this is not the preferred way of involvement, but victims of 
abuse have been women raped on the side of the road, people beaten and 
murdered, children abused at the hands of law enforcement. I don't know 
if I could live with myself if I just looked away or just filled out a report 
as someone was being beaten or attacked in such a manner. 
My general rule of thumb is if the offender would go to jail for the crime 

he/she is engaged in, then I am within my moral and civil obligation to 
physically get involved. If it is just abusing the legal system in order to 

generate revenue or meet a ridiculous quota for example, then it is better 
to videotape and document the situation.” 
 
Does any branch of law enforcement appear more depraved? Are there 
any branches that has served and protect as they ought to? What cities 

or states has produced the most and worst case of abuse? 
 
“Just like liberty is best protected locally, so too is law enforcement. The 
best form of law enforcement comes from the Sheriff system. Here we 
have a locally elected head of law enforcement which is held 
accountable to the people through the election process. This empowers 
the people and provides Constitutional support to the office of Sheriff. 
This is why many places are working to eliminate the Sheriff 

completely. Missouri for example voted in one county to disband the 
Sheriff department and replace it with a bureaucratic ran county police 
force and we have Joe Biden's own son on the east coast stripping 
Sheriffs of their arrest powers. 
Those who want tyranny know they need to strip the people from their 
power and a locally elected lawman, or woman, is power in the hands of 
the people. 
As far was what cities/states are the worst? Unfortunately, we can no 

longer say it is just the big cities. While the number of cases there 
outnumber elsewhere, that is simply due to volume. Police abuse is 
rising in large cities, small towns, and rural communities alike. 
We have also seen a political shift as well. In past decades it was 
common for the cities ran by Democrats to be more abusive at the hands 
of law enforcement than those ran by conservatives. This, however, has 
gone out the window as fear and control are now tools of power hungry 
fools on all political sides. 

 
Are you aware of police or civilian organizations working to fix this 
problem? 
 
“Yeah, there are organizations like National Constitutional Sheriff's 
Association, Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association, 
Oath-Keepers, Cop Block, Cop Watch and others. 
Fixing the problem takes all of us though. We need to get away from 
this mindset that everyone is guilty until proven innocent as it is the 

same mindset law enforcement is adopting. We have all seen it, see a 
guy pulled over; "hahaha, they busted you." Or we are watching shows 
like COPS on Television with no regard for the treatment of a 
SUSPECT and sadly, the ratings go up if they air episodes like "extreme 
take downs." 
We need to remember that everyone is entitled to a fair trial and even if 
a crime is committed, we do not need to abuse people as it just 
perpetuates and amplifies the problem. 

In addition, jury nullification needs to be made more aware of as it is a 
great muzzle to use on corrupt law enforcement and judiciary systems. 
 
How do we change our culture? Do you still respect law officers? 
 
“We change our culture first by getting our vertical alignment in place 
and living that out. Once that is in place in us, then we grow it in our 
homes with our families. Then we spread it through our neighborhoods 

and create pockets of liberty around the nation. Liberty is protected and 
grows best locally. Just like charity starts at home, so to is the flame of 
freedom fanned. 
We have been convinced that we cannot fix our lives until we fix the 
city, can't fix the city until we fix the county. We can't fix the county 
until we fix the state, we can't fix the state until we fix the nation. Now, 
they are telling we are being told we cannot fix the nation until we fix 
the globe. In reality, it is just like when we are in an airplane the oxygen 

mask comes down. We need to put ours on first and then help those 
around us. 
Our culture has so deteriorated that most of us no longer have anything 
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we would give our lives to protect. When you have nothing worth dying 
for, you have nothing worth living for; when you have nothing worth 
living for you have nothing worth fighting for. Look at where we are 
today, nine out of the ten amendments to the Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, have been infringed yet we tell ourselves "as long as they keep 

us safe" or "as long as the economy recovers" we don't care what we 
give in exchange. 
Do I still respect law officers? I respect life, I respect liberty, and when 
it comes to a public servant, I respect them in direct relation to the 
respect they first show to the people they are sworn to serve. The 
greatest example people may relate to is the Office of President. People 
think that we must respect the office even if we don't respect the man 
who holds it. Non-sense. If the occupant of that office does not respect 

those who are served by that office then the people are lead astray if 
they respect an office or position blindly. Understanding and 
appreciating the abilities of the office and respect are two different 
things. When we respect a position without needing to first and foremost 
respect the occupant of that position, our respect is of little value in the 
first place. 
In regards to law enforcement, they need to respect the people, even the 
guilty ones, before any respect should be given in return. I have 

tremendous respect for those men and women who understand what it 
truly means to serve and protect and I have utter disdain for those who 
abuse the people with their delusions of power and grandeur.” 
 
The liberty movement has been growing in number and changed the 
dialog some, have you seen it changing the culture as well? 
 
“I would say it is more of a reflection of a changing culture. Culture 

produces candidates, candidates do not produce culture. That is not to 
say that the liberty movement hasn't had a cultural impact, it has. 
Because people are waking up to the corruption and ineptitude of 
leadership and the systems in place, they are seeking alternatives. This is 
a good thing, but again, if we do not know what our vertical alignment is 
then we can easily be mislead to an equally terrible alternative. 
There is naturally going to be a growing phase, mistakes to be made and 
learned from, leaders that rise and fall, and I think that is what we are 
witnessing now. As long as people are active in the development of the 

next cultural shift as opposed to passive in the last few, we stand a 
chance. 
Now is the time to get that vertical alignment set, those bad leaders out, 
knowledge to be gained then developed into wisdom, and individuals 
united around pillars that expand freedom and protect liberty.” 
 
You use the phrase ‘vertical alignment’ on your show and you've used it 
a few times tonight, would you mind defining what you mean by that 

exactly? 
 
“It is the alignment which guides our actions and decisions. For 
example, the Marine Corps has a well known vertical alignment; God, 
Corps, Country. This alignment, in that order, allows them to be at their 
best. If the components of that alignment were in another order it could 
spell disaster for all of the things that are important. Any other order and 
the system and their effectiveness falls apart. 

This is such a huge yet largely overlooked aspect of life that I am 
actually writing a book about it. The book will be entitled "Who Shot 
My Duck: The Definitive Work on Finally Getting Your Ducks in a 
Row" using the well known expression about ducks to serve as an 
illustrative instructional tool in discovering, defining, placing, and living 
out our vertical alignments. I speak about this to organizations, 
businesses, and churches as well; and it is amazing to see how things 
can improve by gaining knowledge and wisdom on this subject!” 

 

 

“HALT NO LONGER“ 

by Bro. Billy Hollbrook 
 
“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, how long halt ye 
between two opinions? If the LORD be God, follow Him: but if Baal, 
then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.” What a 

terrible state the children of Israel are in at this time. They were torn 
between serving the LORD or from serving the state sanctioned religion 
of their day. To openly follow the LORD would mean to upset the 
present King of the country whose wife had slain the prophets of the 
LORD. There was also enough knowledge about the true and Living 
God that possibly caused them to fear totally forsaking Him for Baal. So 
when Elijah challenged them to choose who they were going to serve 
they answered not a word. We need to realize this day that God will not 

accept a divided heart. The Lord will have all or none. We cannot serve 
the god of this world and the Lord God at the same time. We are 
challenged this day to make up our mind who it is we are going to serve. 
Our God is a jealous God and He demands all of our hearts affections. 
When Moses saw the people dancing around the golden calf he said, 
“Who is on the LORD’S side? Let him come unto me.” Jesus said, “He 
that is not with Me is against Me.” We need the resolve of Joshua who 
said “But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” There are 

many who are trying to serve the Lord and their fleshly passions at the 
same time. They sing the songs of the Redeemer on Sunday and walk 
with the world the rest of the week. How long will you halt or linger 
between two opinions? 
 

“To Me And For Me Are All Things” 

by Bro. Jeff Short 

The Word of God is a sharp, two-edged sword and, if you are not 
careful, you will cut yourself with it. 

If we were to play the small-group game of biblical interpretation with 

the phrase, “All things are lawful unto me,” the blood would pool on the 
floor. You do know the game I am talking about, right? I guess such 
group leaders don’t call it a game. Ironically, they take it seriously. I am 
talking about where we all sit intimately, someone reads something from 
the Scripture, and then we take turns sharing what we feel about what 
was read. We pass the metaphorical talking stick around and everyone, 
with thoughtful furrowing of the brow, has the opportunity to say, 
“What this means to me . . .” 

Much could and should be said about the folly and danger of that 
practice, but we must get back to the point. If we took a census on “All 
things are lawful unto me,” somebody, and probably many somebodies, 
would say something to this general effect: “What this means to me is 
that we are not under the law. We don’t have to live by all kinds of rules 
and stuff. We can do whatever we want and anybody that says we can or 
can’t do something is a legalist.” 

There are numerous ways to make that statement which sound 
intellectually sophisticated and enlightened. It’s the kind of stuff that 
goes over well at refined and polite dinner parties. Regardless of 
anyone’s personal feelings though, is that what the text means? Does 
this text mean there are no rules, boundaries, or limits for Christians? 
Does it mean that everything is open and accessible for Christians and 
we are just supposed to use common sense so that no one gets hurt? 

What are the options? 
Three primary ways of interpreting this text must be considered. I start 
here because of the word all in the statement. It is the important hinge 
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pin in the statement. We must understand what all means if we are to 
make any sense of what is written. Anytime you have all in a statement, 
there are three primary possibilities—universal, rhetorical, or 
categorical. Let us consider each of these in relation to Paul’s statement, 
“All things are lawful unto me.” 

The Universal All 
The universal all makes a statement apply equally to all without any 
exceptions to what or whom is included. The well-known model 
syllogism begins with a major premise that illustrates the universal all. 
All men are mortal. Aristotle is a man. Therefore, Aristotle is mortal. 

In this example, all men refers to all mankind without any exceptions. It 
means all human beings, male and female, are mortal. It applies 
universally to all subjects of the statement without any exceptions or 
distinctions. Is Paul using the universal absolute in his letter to the 
Corinthians? 
 
In our hypothetical small-group above, the assertion that “all things are 
lawful unto me” means we don’t have any laws, rules, or restrictions as 

Christians, is reading the statement as a universal absolute. That would 
mean that Paul is teaching that absolutely everything, without any 
exceptions, is lawful, or permissible, for a Christian to do. Universal 
absolutes are convenient to refute when necessary because we only have 
to find at least one case where it does not apply. Let’s go back to small-
group to ask the asserter some questions. 
“So everything is permissible?” 
“Yes, that’s right.” 
“So it’s okay to kill somebody?” 

“Well . . . no.” 
“But you said everything is permissible.” 
“Not murder, of course.” 
“Oh, so everything is permissible except murder?” 
“Right.” 
“So then it’s okay to take a gun and make you give me your wallet and 
car keys?” 
“Of course not. Don’t be ridiculous!” 

“But you said everything is permissible.” 
“Come on. You know what I mean. Murder and theft and things like that 
are not right.” 

Logically speaking, this man argued from a flawed premise and then 
tried to course correct by arbitrarily applying the premise and reject the 

conclusions he didn’t like. He made a statement that sounds good but 
doesn’t hold up to examination (Proverbs 18:17). He is being arbitrary 
and, in scriptural terms, double minded (James 1:8). This is actually the 
way many people reason whether they are believers or unbelievers, but I 
must eschew the temptation to explore that more fully just now. 
We come back to Paul’s statement and ask if there are reasons in the text 
to not take this as a universal absolute statement. There are several 
textual reasons that show us it is not a universal statement. I will 
mention a few. 

 Paul condemns both the actions of the immoral man in Corinth 
and the lack of disciplinary action by the church to exclude 
him (1 Corinthians 5:1-2). Clearly, his fornication was not 
permissible and neither was the toleration of it by the church. 

 In the same chapter, Paul’s denouncement was not limited to 
only fornication, but extended to covetousness, idolatry, 
railing, drunkenness, and extortion (1 Corinthians 5:11). These 

also were not permissible. 

 In the sixth chapter, he states that church members suing one 
another in court is not permissible (1 Corinthians 6:7-8). 

 In the same chapter, he gives a list of unlawful actions (1 
Corinthians 6:9-10), making it plain that those who live in 
those things will not go to Heaven. They are clearly not 
permissible. 

So either Paul is being arbitrary or he is not making a universal absolute 
statement. Clearly, he is not making a universal absolute statement, but 
that does not mean that the statement is without meaning. It must be 
interpreted properly and we have two other possibilities to consider. 

The Rhetorical All 
The rhetorical all is used for effect. It is a rhetorical device known as 
hyperbole, or exaggeration. Hyperbole is much overused in common 
conversation today. We talk of things as awesome, amazing, and totally, 
when they are not. Consequently, when we need words to describe truly 
big things, we find we have overdrawn the balance and the account is 
empty. So people end up talking about a mediocre coffee, a sunset, a 
sale at the mall, and the attributes of God in the same descriptive terms. 
As you would guess, the coffee gets a boost but the thoughts of God are 

reduced in men’s hearts and minds. 
Our communication needs to be sanctified and we should be much more 
careful about how we talk. Jesus taught this clearly in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5:37). I must also eschew the strong temptation to 
explore this more fully just now. We need to return to the consideration 
of hyperbole. 
 
Hyperbole has a legitimate place and use in verbal and written 

communication. The most helpful use is in the realm of abstract and 
effect. Hyperbole is not helpful in conveying concrete facts. Let’s 
consider a common example of rhetorical exaggeration. Let’s say I went 
to the store on Saturday morning and returned that afternoon. You then 
ask me, “How was your shopping trip?” To which I reply, “Hectic. 
Everybody in town was at the store today.” 
 
This common hyperbole has an effect but doesn’t convey anything very 

useful for information. The statement conveys the store was crowded, 
but compared to what? Obviously, everybody in town was not in the 
store, but how many people were there? In this instance, nothing more is 
needed to be communicated, so the hyperbole is fine. But what about 
Paul’s statement, “All things are lawful unto me?” 
If Paul is exaggerating for effect, then he is really making a non-
statement. He then would not mean everything but what things are 
lawful would be unclear. We are back to arbitrariness if this is 

hyperbole. It is clear that this not just rhetoric, rather Paul means to 
communicate something meaningful to the readers. That brings us to the 
third case. 

The Categorical All 
The categorical all makes a statement apply equally to everything within 
a set or category. The statement is equally true for each member or 

entity in the set. If I were to say something about all poodles, I would be 
talking about a set or category of dogs. I would not be talking about all 
dogs, only the set of dogs known as poodles and, given that my 
statement was true, it would be true of all poodles, but not necessarily 
true of all dogs. 
We have already seen that Paul’s statement is not a universal absolute, 
nor rhetorical, so it must be categorical. “All things” must refer to 
everything within a particular category. We can rule out unlawful things, 

or forbidden things, i.e. murder, theft, adultery, etc. Paul has clearly 
condemned such in the same letter. We can also rule out things we are 
positively commanded to do. If we are commanded to do something, 
then we are required to do it by God. We can rule this out for at least 
two good reasons. 

http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Proverbs%2018.17
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/James%201.8
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%205.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%205.11
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.7-8
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matthew%205.37
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1. “All things are lawful unto me” is a nonsensical statement if 
Paul means things commanded. He would be saying that 
everything we are required to do is permissible to do. 

2. Contextually, here and in 1 Corinthians 10:23 Paul is referring 
to something optional. He is talking about things that may be 

done or not done at our own discretion. 

“All things are lawful unto me” then refers to things that are not 
inherently sinful, or things indifferent. He is not talking about unlawful 
things, nor things we are commanded to do. He is talking about things 
that of themselves are neither good nor bad. All indifferent things are 

permissible. 
 
This is obviously Paul’s meaning given the verses that immediately 
follow our text verse. Paul uses meats as an example (1 Corinthians 
6:13). When he addresses the issue of eating meat that had been part of a 
sacrifice to an idol, he points out that the meat itself is not inherently 
defiled or polluted because “an idol is nothing in the world” (1 
Corinthians 8:4). When touch similarly on the subject to the Roman 

Christians, Paul stated, “I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, 
that there is nothing unclean of itself” (Romans 14:14).  
There are objects and activities that are not inherently sinful and a 
Christian is free to choose them or refuse them. While something may 
be indifferent, that doesn’t mean that we cannot sin in the using of it. 
Meat is not inherently sinful, but we can certainly sin by eating meat in 
gluttony (Luke 21:34; Romans 13:13). 
 
Paul’s meaning in the use of all things is further seen in the 

complementing statement that immediately follows in verse twelve, “All 
things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient” (1 
Corinthians 6:12). Expedient means profitable or useful. Unlawful 
things are never profitable spiritually. Commanded things are always 
profitable. Indifferent things may be profitable or may be unprofitable. 
This is the point Paul is urging while pushing the Corinthians toward 
maturity and discernment in the edifying use of their liberty. 

Historical Marker: On Religious 
Freedom- The address of the 

Danbury Baptist Association to 
President Jefferson, & his reply. 

The address of the Danbury Baptist Association in the State of 
Connecticut, assembled October 7, 1801. 
 

To Thomas Jefferson, Esq., President of the United States of America  
Sir, 
Among the many millions in America and Europe who rejoice in your 
election to office, we embrace the first opportunity which we have 
enjoyed in our collective capacity, since your inauguration , to express 
our great satisfaction in your appointment to the Chief Magistracy in the 
Unite States. And though the mode of expression may be less courtly 
and pompous than what many others clothe their addresses with, we beg 

you, sir, to believe, that none is more sincere.  
Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of religious liberty: that 
Religion is at all times and places a matter between God and individuals, 
that no man ought to suffer in name, person, or effects on account of his 
religious opinions, [and] that the legitimate power of civil government 
extends no further than to punish the man who works ill to his neighbor. 
But sir, our constitution of government is not specific. Our ancient 
charter, together with the laws made coincident therewith, were adapted 
as the basis of our government at the time of our revolution. And such 

has been our laws and usages, and such still are, [so] that Religion is 

considered as the first object of Legislation, and therefore what religious 
privileges we enjoy (as a minor part of the State) we enjoy as favors 
granted, and not as inalienable rights. And these favors we receive at the 
expense of such degrading acknowledgments, as are inconsistent with 
the rights of freemen. It is not to be wondered at therefore, if those who 

seek after power and gain, under the pretense of government and 
Religion, should reproach their fellow men, [or] should reproach their 
Chief Magistrate, as an enemy of religion, law, and good order, because 
he will not, dares not, assume the prerogative of Jehovah and make laws 
to govern the Kingdom of Christ.  
Sir, we are sensible that the President of the United States is not the 
National Legislator and also sensible that the national government 
cannot destroy the laws of each State, but our hopes are strong that the 

sentiment of our beloved President, which have had such genial effect 
already, like the radiant beams of the sun, will shine and prevail through 
all these States--and all the world--until hierarchy and tyranny be 
destroyed from the earth. Sir, when we reflect on your past services, and 
see a glow of philanthropy and goodwill shining forth in a course of 
more than thirty years, we have reason to believe that America's God has 
raised you up to fill the Chair of State out of that goodwill which he 
bears to the millions which you preside over. May God strengthen you 

for the arduous task which providence and the voice of the people have 
called you--to sustain and support you and your Administration against 
all the predetermined opposition of those who wish to rise to wealth and 
importance on the poverty and subjection of the people.  
And may the Lord preserve you safe from every evil and bring you at 
last to his Heavenly Kingdom through Jesus Christ our Glorious 
Mediator.  
 

Signed in behalf of the Association,  
Neh,h Dodge } 
Eph'm Robbins } The Committee 
Stephen S. Nelson }  

 
President Jefferson's Reply:  

 
Messrs. Nehemiah Dodge, Ephraim Robbins, and Stephen s. Nelson 
A Committee of the Danbury Baptist Association, in the State of 
Connecticut.  
Washington, January 1, 1802  
 
Gentlemen,--The affectionate sentiment of esteem and approbation 
which you are so good as to express towards me, on behalf of the 

Danbury Baptist Association, give me the highest satisfaction. My duties 
dictate a faithful and zealous pursuit of the interests of my constituents, 
and in proportion as they are persuaded of my fidelity to those duties, 
the discharge of them becomes more and more pleasing.  
Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between 
man and his God, that he owes account to none other for his faith or his 
worship, that the legislative powers of government reach actions only, 
and not opinions, I contemplate with sovereign reverence that act of the 

whole American people which declared that their legislature would 
"make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof," thus building a wall of separation between 
Church and State. Adhering to this expression of the supreme will of the 
nation in behalf of the rights of conscience, I shall see with sincere 
satisfaction the progress of those sentiments which tend to restore to 
man all his natural rights, convinced he has no natural right in 
opposition to his social duties.  

I reciprocate your kind prayers for the protection and blessing of the 
common Father and Creator of man, and tender you for yourselves and 
your religious association, assurances of my high respect and esteem.  
Th Jefferson 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%2010.23
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.13
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.13
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%208.4
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%208.4
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%2014.14
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2021.34
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%2013.13
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.12
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Corinthians%206.12
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Thomas Jefferson Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, 
Wash. D.C. 

 

“We Are 
Unprofitable 
Servants” 

 by Bro. Timothy Works 
Luke 17:1-10 ”Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that 
offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! It were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast 
into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. Take 
heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and 
if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a 
day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 
shalt forgive him. And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our 
faith. And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 

might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and 
be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. But which of you, 
having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, 
when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? And will not 
rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, 
and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt 
eat and drink? Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that 
were commanded him? I trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have 

done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.” 
 
Intro: Background and Context vs. 1-5 
”1 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will 
come: but woe unto him, through whom they come!  
2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.  

3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him; and if he repent, forgive him.  
4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in 
a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.  
5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.” 
”Forgive them” command vs. 3  
”And the Apostles said unto the LORD, Increase our faith” vs. 5 
(Jesus the Master Teacher) 

 
I. Faith as a grain of mustard seed (Smallest of seeds) vs. 6  
“And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might 
say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou 
planted in the sea; and it should obey you.” 
”It should obey you” 
That which is necessary for faith to increase: Humility & Obedience 
 
II. A Servant Is To Obey His Master vs. 7-9 

”7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say 
unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to 
meat?  
8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, 
and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and 
afterward thou shalt eat and drink?  
9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were 
commanded him? I trow not.” 

Only did as he was commanded, nothing praise worthy. You would 
expect obedience from your servant. I expect obedience from you! 

The master commands in vs. 3 are; 
1. Rebuke him Matt 18:15 
2. Forgive him 
 
III. “So like wise ye” vs. 10 

”So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are 
commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that 
which was our duty to do.” 
When ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you!  
Matt 28:20 “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen.” 
”Well done though good and faithful servant” yet unprofitable. 

 

Conclusion:  
Faith (Humility & obedience) 
The mind of Christ our example Philippians 2:5-11 “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” Humility & Obedience. 
 
Your reasonable service; Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
You too are a servant. Not so proud as to forgive your fellow servants. 
“Forgive them” vs. 4 No excuses, just do it! 
 

 

“Danger Of False 
Teachers: 

Catholicism” 
 

by Bro. Steve McCool 

 
Undoubtedly the greatest of all false teachers in all of Christiandom 
through out history has been the Catholic Church. From it's inception 
under Emperor Constantine until our present day the Catholic church 
has shaped and formed the Christian world into what we see today.  
First let me say that when I speak of the Christian world in this article 
I am excluding the Baptist Churches that have stuck to the truths of 
God down through history. They were never part of the Catholic 
church nor did they ever give into the demands of the Catholic 

church. Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16:18 “And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  
I pray that we will continue to be one of these churches. 
Now from the beginning of the Lord's church here on earth there have 
been those who strayed from the truth and He warned us in His word to 
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be careful who we followed. In Galatians 1:6-7 Paul tells the church at 
Galatia “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but 
there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” 
It is plain to see that what the Catholic church teaches is “another 

gospel.” They plainly teach salvation by works and purposely leave out 
anything about salvation by grace. They teach that with enough money 
and prayer you can buy and pray your loved ones out of Purgatory and 
into Heaven. They also teach infant baptism. These two teachings 
brought about the tortures and deaths of many Baptist in the Dark and 
Middle Ages of world history. True Baptist and their ancestors refused 
to teach these false doctrines even when threatened with torture and 
death by the Catholic church. It is recorded that some fifty million 

Baptist were martyred at the hands of the Catholic church during this 
time in our history.  
 
Now how can a church with this kind of past be Christian? Watch the 
evening news. When they refer to the Christians or the Christian church 
somewhere in the world news most of the time they are talking about the 
Catholic church. They refer to the Catholic church like they are the only 
Christians out there. If you hear a news story on a group of Bible be-

leaving Christians they are referred to as Fundamentalist. Also notice 
that Muslims that strictly follow the Koran are also referred to as 
Fundamentalist. You will also notice that the Christians (Catholics) that 
are mentioned on the news are usually at war with someone. Usually 
trying to force their false doctrine on someone. Remember the war in 
Serbia and Kosovo? The Catholics were the ones digging mass graves to 
bury the people in after they had killed them. The Catholics were also 
the ones who raped and pillaged the villages they over ran.  

Jesus told us in Matthew 28:19,20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.” Now where does Jesus tell us to torture them into submission or 
kill them if they will not submit? He doesn't. He tells us to “teach them”. 
Teaching on Catholicism could take volumes maybe even a small 
library. I have read and heard men speak on different topics on the 
Catholic church and it never fails to amaze me how evil that Catholicism 

has been down through history, from their beginning all the way down 
to today. The thing that amazes me even more is how the everyday 
people have over looked this evil. Even those of us in the true churches 
of our Lord have been deceived by the Catholic church.  
Colossians 3:8; “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.” Paul warned the Colossians to watch out for those 
teaching false doctrine through worldly deceit. This is so relevant in our 

day.  
 
Teaching philosophy and psychology has become a high light in the 
mega church movement. Popularized through books, radio talk shows, 
and radio and television ministries. All of this has its roots in 
Catholicism. The “feel good” teachings along with the “prosperity 
gospel” being taught by most churches today can be traced back to 
Roman Catholicism.  

There are many “traditions of men” that affect our everyday lives and 
even our churches. Most of the holidays that are celebrated in our nation 
and by our churches have roots in Catholicism. Some of the things we 
see churches perform in their religious services have come from the 
Catholics. The Protestant denominations carried many of the traditions 
of Rome with them when they protested during the Protestant 
Reformation. Many Baptist have even adopted some of these traditions. 
The tradition of “baby dedications” have become common place in 

Baptist Churches today. If you study the history of “baby dedications” 
you will see that this has it's beginnings with “infant baptism” which is 
strongly taught by Catholicism and most Protestants. Many Baptist were 

tortured and/or died preaching against “infant baptism” in Europe during 
the Dark Ages. Some say at least 50 million. In early America in New 
England the Protestant churches ruled the local governments in most 
towns and villages. Obadiah Holmes and John Clark were among those 
who were persecuted for preaching against  “infant baptism” and other 

Catholic doctrines the Protestants were teaching. 
The doctrine of “Free Will” also came from the Catholics through the 
Protestants. Free Will teaches that man makes his own decision on 
whether he will accept Jesus as his savior or not. Romans 9:15,16 says   
“For he saith to Moses, I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I WILL 
HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I WILL 
HAVE COMMPASSION. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” 

The teaching that if we live a good life in the eyes of man we can obtain 
a home in heaven comes from the Catholics. Now how many times have 
we heard someone say “he/she is a good person., surely they have a 
place in heaven.” John 6:63 Jesus said “It is the spirit that quickeneth; 
the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.” So it does not matter how good we are in the 
flesh. It is only the actions of our spirit in Christ that matters.  
How sad to think of all those through out history that have died 

believing that they were on their way to a home on high only to wake to 
see hell. 
 
Perhaps the most despicable of all has been the molestation of children 
by leaders in the Catholic church. From the hierarchy in Rome all the 
way down to the Parish priest and nuns. The more we hear about this the 
more we see that it has probably been going on for several hundred 
years and possibly all the way back to the beginnings of Catholicism. 

God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of this type of sin. Many 
scriptures tell us about the sin of Sodomy and the sins against children. 
By not allowing their church leaders to marry as God intended the 
Catholic church has allowed their priest and nuns to prey upon the 
innocent and each other. How can there be any doubt that the Catholic 
church is not of God and is not the bride of Christ. 
 
So far in this study we have looked at the Catholic church and some of 
the doctrines they teach and some of the atrocities they inflict on those 

that don't follow these teachings. Now I will end this study by looking to 
the holy scripture to see what our Lord had to say about the Catholic 
church in the end times. 
In Revelations chapter 17 John describes a “Great Harlot”. In verse 5 he 
tells us her name is “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH.”  
In the beginning when the Roman Emperor Constantine was getting 

things lined out for the start of his church he wanted to please the 
Christians who were in the western part of his kingdom and at the same 
time please the pagans in the east. To accomplish this he brought the 
Chaldean priest, who had been in hiding, in and promised them that the 
church of Rome would honor their religious holidays and traditions and 
he would promote them to high ranking priest in the church, but they 
would replace the names of their gods Ishtar and her son Tammuz with 
the names of Mary and her son  Jesus. Now please remember that 

according to history, the Chaldean priest were the high priest of the 
Babylonian Mystery religion talked about in the Old Testament. These 
same Chaldean priest could trace their roots and their religion all the 
way back to Nimrod. According to Genesis chapter 10 Nimrod was the 
great- grandson of Noah, the grandson of Noah's son Ham and the son of 
Ham's son Cush. He was also the king of Babel at the time of the 
“Tower of Babel” in chapter 11.  
With the Chaldean priest, Constantine also brought the followers of 

other pagan religions such as the Occult and the followers of the Greek 
and Roman gods of mythology. He made the same promises to them. 
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Now on the other hand Constantine called the Christian leaders to meet 
with him in Rome. Constantine saw that the Christians were growing 
greatly in number at this time and out of fear that they would revolt and 
take over the empire. The more the Romans persecuted the Christians 
the more their numbers increased. So like the old saying goes “If you 

can't beat them, join them.” Constantine to show that he was taking 
Christianity seriously forced his whole army to wade into a river all at 
the same time and dunk themselves under the water and declared that 
they had been baptized. At this time there were those Christians who 
were straying from the word of God and were tired of the persecution 
from the Romans. They gave in to Constantine's promises and accepted 
the co-worship with the pagans.   
 

Now after these things having been brought out is it any wonder that 
most of the statues, monuments, churches, and cathedrals in Rome and 
all around Europe and the rest of the world were at one time used by the 
worshipers of pagan gods and goddess. The Roman church has taken 
these pagan worship objects and temples and have given them a 
Christian theme. 
Is not this “THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” mentioned 
above? 

Is it any wonder that the Catholic church has been able to move into 
most of the pagan countries of the world with no or little resistance. It 
has been proven that Catholicism worked hand in hand with the Nazis in 
Europe to exterminate the Jews during World War II. They played a roll 
with the Communist to topple countries around the world during the 
Cold War. Many of the countries that are under Roman Catholic rule are 
some of the poorest countries in the world while their churches are filled 
with gold furnishings and statues.  

 
Lets look at the “THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS” and her children. 
Why is she given the name “THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS”?  
The word Harlot is defined in Websters 1828 dictionary as:  
“1. A woman who prostitutes her body for hire; a prostitute; a common 
woman.  
2. In Scripture, one who forsakes the true God and worships idols.”  
 
In many places God tells us to stay true to His teachings, to avoid 

worshiping idols, and to not follow after the world. Failure to heed these 
warnings will surly lead us to spiritual adultery. All through the Old 
Testament we read of the spiritual adultery of Israel. Jesus, in the 
Gospels warned of not following after him. Paul told the churches in his 
letters to watch for those that would come to deceive them. In 
Revelations chapter 2 Jesus warned the churches of Pergamos and 
Thyatira of this very thing.  
Now with everything we have studied so far on Catholicism can we not 

see that the Catholic church is “ THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS” 
spoken of in Revelation 17. We see where she resides in the city that sits 
on seven hills which is Rome, Italy. We have studied how from the 
beginning she has refused to follow the true God and has followed after 
the gods of this world. We have seen that down through history and 
even in some places today she has persecuted the true followers of God.   
But what about the title of “MOTHER”?  
 

During the late fourteenth century and early fifteenth century a few 
priest in Europe begin to see some of the fallacies of the Catholic 
church. Martin Luther, John Calvin, and others begin to see how evil 
and deceptive the teachings of Catholicism were. They began to 
challenge the church on doctrines such as the headship of the pope, 
purgatory, salvation, and indulgences. These men left the Catholic 
church and formed their own churches promising to reform the Catholic 
church. Thus they are referred to as the Reformers and the time in which 

they lived to called the Spiritual Reformation of Europe. 
In the beginning they did not set out to form the great denominations 
they have become today. They set out to reform the Catholic church. 

And even today many of them refer to the Catholic church as the 
“Mother Church” thus continuing their ties to Catholicism. The 
Lutherans, Presbyterians, Church of England( spawned the Methodist, 
Congregationalist, Episcopal, and many others) to name a few are the 
main denominations to have come out of the Catholic church during the 

Reformation. All of these churches refer to themselves as “daughters” of 
the Catholic church. There is a movement in the works now that would 
bring these “Daughters” back to their “Mother” to form a one world 
church with the Pope as the head.  
 
These “Daughters” followed right after their “Mother” in persecuting the 
Anabaptist. During the Reformation these churches forced themselves 
on the governments of Europe. They believed that if you did not worship 

in their church you were not of God. Even though some of these men 
had been hunted by the Catholics as were the Anabaptist they still 
followed after Rome to exterminate the Anabaptist. John Calvin, while 
in hiding from the Catholics went to the mountain villages of the 
Anabaptist in Swiss Alps to study with them the Doctrines of Grace. 
Calvin even married the widow of a Anabaptist minister whom he was 
good friends with. This minister was tortured and killed by the 
Catholics. Later when Calvin was pastor in Geneva he persecuted the 

Anabaptist for not joining his church. Before Calvin, Martin Luther was 
in Germany persecuting the Anabaptist for not following him. 
In the early days of the American Colonies the Baptist were tortured and 
killed by the Methodist, Congregationalist, and the Episcopal churches. 
The Baptist refused to teach infant baptism and would not abide by the 
laws set up by these churches that would have caused the Baptist to go 
against the word of God. 
 

Please remember the Baptist, Anabaptist, and the other churches that 
went by other names down through history that carried the same beliefs 
did not come out of the Catholic church during the Reformation. 
According to the Catholic historians the Anabaptist and their forefathers 
were in Europe before the Catholics and were a thorn in the side of 
Catholicism from the beginning. 

 

Labor In Love IV 

Bro. Troy McGahan, Somerset, Ky; “I'm married to Terra (Everman) 
we have 1 son Zechariah, I pastor Rolling Hills Baptist in Nancy, Ky 
and we are working out of Grace Baptist in Monticello, Ky. I work for 
the City of Somerset Parks and Recreation Dept.” 

 
How did you start coaching?  
“I always wanted to coach football. I knew in high school that my skill 
level was not going to get me into a Big time football school so I 
thought the next best thing was to coach. I did get the opportunity to 
play at a small college (Sue Bennett College), after I left the school I 
moved back home and I started coaching at a local middle school.” 
 
Are you a volunteer coach for a school team?  

”I volunteer at Zech's school.” 
 
What sports and age groups do you coach?  
“I have coached Flag football ages 3-5, Elementary football grades K 
thru 6, middle school grades 7th and 8th. T-ball ages 2-4; Baseball 6-9 
yr olds and High School girls softball.” 
 
Are the games still competitive? (winners and losers, trophies)  

“T-ball was the least competitive, the parents laughed and the kids had 
fun. Flag football was insanely intense for that age. I had to constantly 
keep myself in check to keep from going overboard. Elementary football 
around here is nuts. The one thing I do enjoy about where I coach 
football is that year in and year out we are consistently in the hunt for 
our age groups championship and we teach our kids the fundamentals of 
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the game. That being said, I get to pray with our kids and witness to 
them. After every game whether we win or lose I get both teams 
together give them the gospel and pray.” 
 
What kind of social politics do you face being a coach?  

”You have to remember that you don't have a captive audience. You 
have to gauge what you say and how you say it. If parents don't want 
their kids being led in prayer they can step away. It's a fine line that you 
walk.  
Another thing I’m acutely aware of now is the presence of gay and 
lesbian parent/guardians. I always make a point to meet them and be 
kind to them and their kids so I can have the opportunity too minister the 
gospel to them.” 

Is funding a problem?  
”We do fundraisers at the little league level. When I coached girls 
softball it was funded by school and parents.” 
 
Is school safety and gun control a concern on the sports field?  
”It's always a concern but, keep an eye out for the kids and you watch 
your own back cause parents can get nuts and they always go after the 
biggest guy:-)” 

 
How has the LORD blessed others through your coaching?  
”It's opened doors of ministry, we have gotten families into Church as a 
result of this and The Lord allowed us to lead a man to Christ recently as 
a result of Coaching his son.” 
 
How has the LORD used coaching to bless you or your family?  
”I get to spend more time with Zechariah and we have made lots of 

friends.” 
 
Is there any thing you would have liked to of known before you started 
coaching?  
”How absolutely crazy some people can be. I have seen good, normal, 
folks make absolute idiots of themselves. I'm all for intensity but, not at 
the expense of my testimony” 
 
Any advice for other brothers or sisters praying about getting involved 

with kid athletics?  
”Keep things in perspective, Coach to win and teach the fundamentals 
but if u lose life goes on. Use this as an opportunity to reach people u 
normally wouldn't be able too. Don't let it consume you!!! When 
practice is over it generally stays on the field. I rarely discuss practice at 
home especially with Zech. Don't let it interfere with Church and home 
responsibilities remember keep perspective!!!!” 
 

If someone doesn't have the time or ability to coach is there some other 
way they can get involved to help as they can? 
”Support your coach ask him what he needs, bring water to the game. If 
you have medical training be willing to clean a scrape or tape an ankle. 
Don't bad mouth him/her to your kid, this is a great opportunity to teach 
your kids about submitting to authority. Again, unless there is a 
compelling reason not to, support your coach.” 
 

What do you think parents with kids in sports should know but may often 
be unaware of?  
”They need to be aware that some coaches shouldn't be coaching and if 
they are uncomfortable with their coach get another one or pull them 
out. You are the parent it is your job to protect your kid.  
Also watch for people lurking around the field who has no kid or is 
taking pictures for no reason.” 
 

“Diligence” 
by Bro. Todd Bryant  

 
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” - 2 Timothy 

2:15 
Diligence!! This should be a characteristic of every believer in Jesus. 
God has called us to be servants. The Lord did not save us just to keep 
us out of Hell. He drew us to Christ that we would serve Him. Our text 
verse says that we ought to be characterized as “a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed”. Ephesians 2:10 goes so far as to say that “we are 

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them”. So, God’s purpose 
in saving us is that we are workers for Him…diligent workers. 
 
Our outstanding English translation, the King James Version, translates 
the Greek word here rendered “diligent” (in the NKJV) as “study”. 
Certainly, if a child of God is to grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, it must begin through studying God’s Word (2 Peter 

3:18). Without doubt, if a person is ever to be “diligent”, he must study. 
However, this Greek word says much more than merely studying God’s 
Word. In fact, in the other 10 New Testament occurrences of this Greek 
word, the King James translators translated it in some form of “labour” 
or “be diligent”. This is the lone place where the word was rendered 
“study” or anything like that. Certainly, we should be hearers of the 
Word. But, being a hearer only is not enough (James 1:23). 
Diligence in the life of a child of God will bring joy in a world where 

there is little to rejoice about (Philippians 4:4). If a person desires a 
closer walk with Jesus, he must put forth some effort. Certainly, this 
begins with daily prayer and study. A child of God must rid himself of 
the sins of the flesh. A believer must constantly starve the carnal man 
and feed the spiritual man. We must put forth some effort to exhibit the 
fruits of the spirit rather than the fruits of the flesh. 
 
Weekly, a believer needs to be in one of the Lord’s churches 
fellowshipping with His children around His Holy Word. A believer 

cannot forsake assembling with the Lord and His people and expect to 
grow (Hebrews 10:25). Though many believe they can successfully 
follow the Lord without church attendance, they cannot. God’s way is 
always the right way. And, He has commanded that we attend one of His 
churches as a means to worship Him, learn of Him and draw closer to 
Him. Certainly, if we draw near to the Lord, He will draw near to us 
(James 4:8). 
 

Child of God, be certain that you will stand at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ one day (2 Corinthians 5:10). Will you be ashamed at that 
judgment? Or, is your desire to serve the Lord faithfully in this life and 
hear “well done my good and faithful servant” at the judgment? If so, 
you must be diligent in your service to God. You need to learn what His 
Word says and do it! You must put forth some effort. Certainly, we are 
not saved by works – but we are called to serve. 
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